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TO THE 

RIGHT HONORABLE HENRY THOMAS, 

EARL OF CHICHESTER, 

<fec. <fec. 

My Lord, 

The position which your Lordship has held 
for many years, as President of that Noble Society, that 
labours to extend the blessings of our Holy Religion to a 
benighted world, and the recollection of the happy period 
which I had the privilege to spend in that good work, 
woald, alone, have produced a desire, that this feeble effort 
to benefit the Outcasts of England, should be dedicated to 
your Lordship. 

But, I also remembered, that the Christian benevolence 
which prompts your Lordship to pity the perishing Heathen, 
likewise yearns over the degraded Criminal at home, and 
that your Lordship has for many years been actively 
engaged in furthering the work, in which, through your 
Lordship's kind intervention, I have now the honor to be 
engaged. 

Praying that your Lordship's valuable life may be 
spared to serve your ''generation by the Will of God," 
for many years. 

I have the honor to remain. 
My Lord, 

With great respect. 
Tour Lordship's 

Most obedient Servant, 

R. V. REYNOLDS. 
Wakefield, March 27, 1850. 
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PREFACE . 



The Author presents this little Volome to the Public, in the hope 
that it may be instrumental in awakening sympathy, towards the most 
degraded and neglected of our feUow men, and assist impartial 
inquirers in their examination of the important subject of Prison 
Discipline. 

The Author deiires to state that the views and feelings set 
forth iiQ this work are the result of his own research and experience. 
When he entered upon Prison work in 18479 the Author's mind was 
wholly unbiassed, and indeed uninformed, with regard to the yarious 
systems of Prison Discipline ; and the sentiments which he now holds, 
and presents to the public, have been learned, not from books, but 
from deep reflection upon his daily intercourse with Prisoners. 

The subject being strictly moral, and the only remedy for moral 
disease being the application of the remedy which God has provided, 
the Author has freely appealed to the Holy Scriptures, and he sincerely 
hopes that iu a land professing christianityy this will not prevent any from 
giving a calm and unbiassed considei^ation to the arguments and facts 
brought forward. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Should piuilshment be Befonaatory, considered, from the analogy of 
God's moral Govenmient ; the claims which criminals hare upon 
our justice ; in a financial point of view, <fec. 



Thebe 10 a elcme and obvious analogy between the 
physical and spiritnal parts of man. The diseases 
of the body have their counterpairts in the sotQ. 

If the one is liable to paralysis, the other often ex- 
hibits an i^er insensibility to its best interests — ^If 
the one may suffer from wasting consumption, the 
other has its corroding cares — If the one has its 
morbid appetite, the other frequently yields to its 
depraved desires— If the one has its delirum trepoaens, 
the other often suffers from its terrified conscience — 
If the one has its malignant fever, the other 
has its ungovemed passions-^If the one has its 
odious leprosy, the other is covered with 'Hhe 
wounds and bruises and putrifying sores " of lust, 
pride, avarice, envy, and ambition. 

There is also, a close analogy between the mode 
of successftil treatmoit in each case. There is need 
of a Phyeician who understands the disease — of medi- 
cines suited to the disease^-^of careful and judicious 
attendants-^of strict regimen, &;c., and in each case 
there is ne^ of the Divine blessing upon the treat- 
ment ; in the one, to prolong the existence of the 
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body for a fem yesre ; in ibe otber to bestow that 
spiritual health, whieh, once obtained idiall never 
know decay. '^ He asked life of Thee, and Thou 
gavest him a long life, even for eveir and ever." 

But, unhappily, an appreciation of this analogy 
and its consequent responsibilities, is lost sight of by 
men of this world. The value 0i time as regards the 
things of this life, is understCM>d to a fraction ; the 
evils of bodily disease are fully ^^vecdated ; the 
duty of seeking to relieve or mitigate the ills of am 
fellow men, is very generally acknowtedged ; bat, 
atsaiige to say, the best— iJie most p]:ec]ou0-4]i^ 
noblest part of man is thought nothing of* 

If Cholera, fever, or any deadly epidmmc is afamid, 
thousands of pounds axe willingly c<mtributed to 
provide means to prolong, for a few years the eaitUy 
existence, even of the poorest and the most profti- 
gate ; but frequently the hand which generously con- 
tributes its fifty pounds towards such an object, 
would refuse the smallest contribution to aid the 
Christian Philanthrophist in his efforts to heal the sin- 
sick soul, and impart to it the blessings of eternal life. 

And in a Public Institution, if through the neg- 
lect of those in charge, any of the inmates were to die, 
how justly would the responsible parties be cen- 
sured ; and how general would be the condemnation* 
Probably an English Jury would pronounce the 
neglect manslaughter* But in vain we look for 
such sympathy towards the diseased souls qt those 
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To neglect an aged inmate of a work-house, whose 
earthly course is nearly at an end, is very justly 
considered an offence ; but to permit thousands of 
criminals, diseased morally, to perish eternally, is 
regarded with indifference. Practically, then, man 
acts as if he had no soul, or, as if the soul were 
vastly inferior to the body, or, as if it were in no 
danger. The wretch lying on a bed of straw writhing 
in the agonies of spasmodic Cholera is pitied, but the 
miserable outcast whose conscience haunts him with 
midnight visions of crime, and whose soul is in daily 
peril of the torments of eternal damnation, is regard- 
ed without emotion. 

But worse still: even the attempts which some 
kind and benevolent spirits would make, to rescue 
those unhappy sufferers from present and eternal 
misery, are condemned, and their principles mis- 

jnEUVBBCQteu. 

The first thought of giving publicity to his views 
on Fnson DiMplkBi0» was suggested to the author 
if Urn fenmi cf an article, which appeared several 
WQOlitti ago IB a leading Paper. The chief scope of 
4nl artide was to prove, that punishment diould 
not be comadered as designed to Reform, and that 
tbe advocates for Reformation not only go far to 
desJbroy Hie doctrine of punishment, but imdermine 
flie aUxifaiiAe of justice. 

lie fdtowing are some of the statements which 
affBKed in that tfticle :«--*' The voice which speaks 
in penal law— which calls the criminal to the Bar 



of judgment, whicli ratifies the sentence and com- 
mands the executioxi — is not the vdce of expe^- 
diency, or of benevolence, but of justice.'' Again^ 
*^ The carrective theoxy is adapted to the taste of all 
classes of sentimentaHsts, who, whether consciously 
or unconsciously, take a less severe view of human 
nature, and a less awful view of Divine justice, than 
Christian Ethics lead us to entertain." And again, 
^^ Some persons there have been vdiose impious 
folly has revolted agamst the Creator's moral 
Government altogether, who have affected to believe 
that nothing but benevolence could govern a world 
which benevolence had created, and have hypocriti* 
cally exalted the goodness of God, that they might 
covertley blaspheme His justice* Such were the 
witters against whom Butler levelled the crushing 
refutation of his analogy." 

From a careful consideration of these passages, it 
seems that the writer of the article firom which they 
have been taken, loses sight altogether of the charac-* 
ter of the present dispensation ; and while persons in 
Butler's time may have blasphemed God's justice, 
the writer of the article referred to, goes lar towards 
the rejection of God's benevolence. They would 
have no justice : He would have all justice. They 
would be antinomiaos: He would be a law-giver, 
without a particle of mercy. Mark, ** the voice which 
speaks in penal law, is not the voice of expediency, 
or of benevolence, but of justice;" and because 
some kind hearted persons endeavour to reform 
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with the training of a child, are its parents. There 
is a natural and obvious responsibility resting npon 
them, to provide for the safety of the dependent being, 
committed to their care. 

''A babe in a house is a well-spring of pleasxtre, a messenger of peace 

and love : 
Tet it is a talent of trust, a loan to be rendered back with interest." 

Were a Parent to consider his children's destiny only 
for this life, it would be sufficient to produce much 
anxiety. Were he merely to reflect that the peace 
and comfort, of his precious child, for fifty .or sixty 
years, are dependent upon the management and 
care, of a few years in early life, ft would fill the 
mind with the deepest concern. But this is only 
a small part of the responsibility. The infimt is 
a candidate for eternal happiness, and is com- 
mitted to the parents to be educated for Him who 
formed its immortal spirit for Himself. What an 
overwhelmiQg thought that the parent has a creature 
placed in his hands whose soul shall bless or curse 
him throughout eternity! 

The feeling would be unbearable to a mind that 
appreciates the responsibflity, were it not that He 
who has intrusted this charge to parents, has merci- 
fully appointed means, and promised to vouchsafe 
His assistance. 

Thus, when we read "bring up a child in the way 
he should go," the parent is not left to his own judg- 
ment, to consider which is the way most likely to 
effect the end, but he meets with plain and simple 
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directions how to perfonn the duty commanded, and 
where to look for help. For instance, in the book 
of Deutercmomy, ch. xi, we read,^ — " Thorrfore shall 
ye lay up these my words in your heprt, and in 
your soul, and ye shall teach them your children, 
speaking of them when thou aittest in thine house, 
and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest 
down, and when thou risest up, that your days 
may be multiplied, and the days of your children in 
the land which the Lord sware unto your Fathers, 
to give them, as the days of Heaven upon eartlL" 
And, elsewhere it is written ** I will pour my spirit 
upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offqning, 
and tfaey shall spring up as the mown grass, as willows 
l^ tlie water eourses." — ^And ooMmcsef ^'My spirit 
tiMMt Is upon Aaa, and my words wbidi I have put in 
thy mouUi shall not d^art out of tliy Bumth, nor o ut 
of the mout}i of thy seed, nor outof the monlhof thy. 
seed's seed saith the Lord, from heneeforlii and for 
ever." 

We have many bright instances of fidelity to the 
trust conuaitted to Parents, and. of the fulfilment 
of God's promise upon the means used. 

Of Abraham it has been recorded, *< I know ium 
that he will command his chiUbpen and his honsa- 
hold after him, and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord, to do justice and judgment that the Lord may 
bring upon Abraham, that which He hath spoken of 
him." And the conduct of allliiB hooaekaUU aaapcft 
one, exhibits the fruits of his issteuirtiaa, andtha 
faithfulness of God's promise. 
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What piety does Hagar manifest in her afflicftim 
-^how resigned and subdued. And how sublime 
her feelings at Beer-lahai-roi, when she uttered 
those remarkable words, ^^ thou God seest ma,'' 
What a beautiful character must Eliezer his stew- 
ard have been. What fidelity, simplicity, and con- 
fidence in God does he exhibit, on his miaEnonto 
the city of Nahor • Who can read his touching piniM^ 
to the God, wlnooi he served, before his entianee 
into the city, and hia wif-denial in refusing any re- 
fireshment, until the object of his mission was accom- 
plished, wifliout feeling the truthfulness, of the 
eommendatioQ passed iqpon Abraham, and of the 
promise that ^' his houiaehold diould keep the way of 
theLosiL" 

AaA IB the history of Isaac how niai^ striking 
iu e i i fcuty ittusfarate the same tmttis. Mark the 
.Scriptural questioii which he puts to his fiither, '^Be- 
hold the fire and the wood, but where is the Xantiybr 
m burnt cffering.'' To what extent must he have 
temed to honor his Father, when at the age of 
twenty-six he submitted to be bound and laid as a 
victim upon the Altar ! And how clearly does it 
appear that he habitually practised the highest and 
most sacred duties of religion, by that incidentid 
record, ^^ And Isaac went out to meditate (Hebrete 
Vnj) in the fidd at eventide." 

We might trace in the histories of Jacob, Joseph, 
Moses, Samuel, David, Esther, and many others 
striking jnoofe, of the value of having been brought 
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up, in the nurture and admtmition of the liord ; bnt 
the gafaject requires no fiirtber iUustration or proo^ 
The great [nrinciple of Ood'i moral goTemment is as 
cleur as a sunbeam— ^^' them that honor Me I will 
honor, and they that despise Me shall be lightly 
esteemed." 

In the training of children in these landi^, it is to 
be feared, that this principle is sadly ov^looked. 
Even the middle, and higher classes of society forget, 
or are ignorant of the vahie of their tnist, and of the 
difficnlties which snrronnd their path. 

The first mistake appears to arise from Ae sn^po* 
sition, that the infant is an innocent being, with a 
nature wholly pure : the next from an idea tbsA a 
small amount of religious knowledge, but a thorough 
acquaintance with secular learning, is the sure course 
to happiness :• the next that religi<m induces gloomi* 
ness, and that too much of it would therefcnre affect 
the health and prospects of the child: then the 
parent falls into the mistake that worldly gaiety and 
frivolity are not incompatible with reUgion ; and what 
is more fatal than any thing else, human c^pinion, 
and not the approbation of <3k)d, is placed before the 
child as the rule of action, and earthly aggrandize* 
m»it, and not Heavenly Glory^ as the end to be 
attained. 

It is cheerfolly admitted, that in many instances^ 
parents in the upper nxkd middle ranks of life, do 
discharge those obligations to their children^ and are 
rewarded by the fidfilment of God's prcaoosBs; but 
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Bib a general rule, it is to be fsared, that the ease ia 
as we have stated, and that Parents do not find, until 
too late, that 

" True riclies are thej, which ne'er fiide away ; 
And true wisdom, the fear of the Lord." 

The consequence of this example, upon the hum* 
bier classes of society, is ruinous. With ea^le eyes 
they see the formal religion of their wealthy neigh- 
bours — ^they observe the laxity of discipline in the 
education of children*-^that they are allowed to par- 
ticipate in the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world — ^are taught to regulate their conduct by 
worldly opinions and maxims — and are brought up 
to enjoy this life, as if there were no existence be- 
yond it, or as if it did not deserve a thought. 

And this is not all. They keenly observe, the 
moral tone which too often regulates the inter- 
course of the better classes. They see, that while 
some sins are regarded as vulgar, others, equally 
offensive to God and injurious to man, are tolerated, 
or passed by, without condemnation. For instance, 
to commit an act which would incur transportation, 
would be considered most ignoble ; but to seduce 
confiding innocence, and desert the wretched victim 
to perish in guilt and misery, receives no expres- 
sion of disapprobation ! If two men, in the humbler 
classes of life, fight, and death ensue, the survivor 
is justly considered as guilty of a great offence ; but 
the duellist, who commits the same crime, only in a 
gentlemanly way, is regarded as a man of honor 





u 

and admitted into society ! The wretched slsLve of 
intemperance, or the Parent, dnren by want, who 
steals a crown from his fellow-man, is very properly 
branded as a criminal ; bat the man, who recklessly 
speculates in railways, or who extravagantly lives 
beyond his means and defrauds his creditors, may 
be perfectly cleansed by passing throngh the Bank- 
mptcy Conrt ! 

This list mi^t be extended many pages, bat we 
have said enoagh to prove that the tone of moral 
feeling, among the higher classes, fihoald be fax 
stricter, to command the respect, and inflnenoe the 
condnct, of the hambkr classes. Example is the 
most powerfal commentator, and its effects will be 
deep and lasting for good or evil. One act, will 
be remembered, when a thonsand admonitions are 
forgotten; and this is especially the case with 
those, who, from relationship or position in life, 
have been accastomed to regard others as superiors. 
We have then, as a nation, deterknrated from the 
wise and holy principles of Gh)d's Holy Word. 

The better classes have moeh to xepent oi^ in the 
edncation of their children, and the example which 
they present to their poorw brethren ; while these, 
encouraging themselves by what they observe 
among their wealthy brethren, and never having 
been taught themselves, that *^ wisdom which is from 
above," descend in the scale of morals; and not 
merely ne^ect to bring up thek dtdldren, ^^intfae 
way in whkh they should go," but too often be- 
come ministers of evil. 
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FrcHn his intercourse with 1224 criminals, the 
Writer has come to the conclusion, that, in nearly all 
cases of crime, the cause is to be traced, primarily^ 
to the Pfoents, or Gfuardians, in having neglected 
to infuse religious prineiples, or having neutralised 
those principles by evil example. With regard to 
the first, it is raoftarkable that while 143 convicts 
of the above total, could read well on admission, but 
6 possessed a good knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. 
And, as to example, the writer has dioly to lament 
the melancholy facts which he elicits, during his in- 
tercourse with prisoners, exhibiting Parental laxity 
or severity— Sabbath-breaking — ^intemperance— im- 
morality — or reckless indifference in placing their 
children, in the dangerous atmosphere of fact(Hries, 
or under ungodly masters, bdTore religious princi- 
ples are establidied. 

Few Parents can see, and fewer still are willing to 
acknowledge, that their neglect or inconsistencies 
caused the ruin of their children ; but if every case 
of failure were traced to its source, it would be found 
to have been caused, by defective instruction, or evil 
example. 

What an instructive story is that of Eli's family ? 
Here we have the neglect of diseipline. And what 
an instructive history is that of David, whose 
example^ (m more occasions than one, must have 
produced upon Solomon and Absalom the most 
injurious effect* 

But perhaps the most striking and important case 
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in the Bible is that of Abraham. One member, and 
only one, of his family, appears to have been irreli- 
gious. Ishmael was a scoffer ; and we cannot but 
think that God withheld his blessing upon Abra- 
ham's instruction of this youth, in order to mark 
His displeasure, and cause Abraham to feel that he 
had been guilty of unbelief and impatience, in not 
having waited for a son by his lawful wife. 

If the arguments which have been brought forward 
be admitted as conclusive^ it follows that children, 
who have been thus neglected, have a powerful claim 
upon o\xx justice as well as sympathy. 

If it be a moral obligation to *^ do good unto all 
men," surely no class stand more in need, or have a 
stronger claim on our benevolence, than criminals ; 
and when we bear in mind that their position is in 
some measure caused by the laxity of moral and 
religious principles in the upper classes, and, to 
a great degree, by the neglect or misconduct of 
Parents, justice loudly calls for reparation. 

The second responsible agent connected mth the 
safe-keeping of the rising generation, is the Govern- 
ment of the country. In man's primitive state, the 
Government was Patriarchal. The head of two, or 
more families, exercised a religious and moral con- 
trol over all his descendants, for the discounte- 
nancing of vice and promoting the knowledge and 
fear of God. In process of time the earth became 
thickly populated, and then Patriarchal Government 
was exchanged for Judicial, and at length Mo« 
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narchical. Bixt vhile the forms chleuiged, the spirit 
and design continued, and should stiQ remain. A 
nation is nothing more than a large family all united 
for mutual benefit, and all interested in each others 
welfiare. The Sovereign, or, the power which acts 
for the Sovereign, the Legislator, is the Parent of 
the nation ; and in his hand is the responsibility to 
provide for the well-being of every member of that 
large family, so far as his influence or ability will 
permit. 

It must be admitted that, for many years, this 
duty was sadly overlooked by the government of 
England ; and there can be no doubt, but that the 
present generation, especially of the poor, are suf- 
fering from the want of that education, which alone 
could teach them to overcome the temptations of a 
world lying in wickedness, and of a ^' heart deceitfiil 
abov^ all things and desperately wicked." 

But, happily^ the dawn of better days has opened 
upon England ; and we may hope, that if others will 
co-operate and strengthen the hands of Gt>v6mment, 
the time may come, when righteousness shall exalt 
the nation, and make it to occupy, in a moral and 
religious sense, the position which it now holds, 
politically and commercially, among the nations of 
Europe. 

But there is a third- party who are debtors to the 

degraded criminal. In addition to Parental, and 

Patriarchal, or Monarchical control, Qtod has 

appointed special representatives^ to keep alive true 

o2 
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religion, and instruct His people in the things ^hich 
belong to their temporal and eternal welfare. 

The Priest's lips are to keep knowledge. They 
are watchmen upon walls of the spiritual Zion, who 
should never hold their peace, ^^ until Jerusalem be 
established and made a praise in the earth." They 
are the under shepherds whom the Chief Shepherd 
has appointed to ^^feed the flock of God, taking 
the oversight thereof not by constraint but willingly 
— ^not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind." It 
is their duty "to heal that which is sick— to 
strengthen that which is weak — to bind up that 
which is broken — to bring again that which was 
driven away — ^to seek out that which was lost," — 
in a word, to be able to say " I am clear from the 
blood of all men, "^or I have not shunned to declare 
imto them the whole counsel of God." 

There can be no doubt that the provimon of cler- 
gymen, to the manufacturing districts, is wholly 
inadequate, and that it would be physically impos- 
sible for them to have a thorough knowledge of 
every individual in their several parishes or dis« 
tricts. It is also, thankfully acknowledged that 
many of God^s ministers are doing what they can, 
to impart a knowledge of Divine truth to all com- 
mitted to their charge ; but the author would humbly 
and affectionately ask his brethren, have not many 
come short in the discharge of. the solemn duties 
intrusted to them ? 

Perhaps, in the whole range of a minister's deities. 
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there is not one of so much importance in its results^ 
as catechising the young. Our church wisely pro- 
vides for this, and enjoins it in her rubrics, to be 
exercised, at least once a week. By this means the 
bread of life is intended to be broken, to suit the 
young and illiterate, and to enable them to receive 
and digest it. 

It is to be feared that this duty is too often dele- 
gated to Sunday school teachers, many of whom 
<^have need to be taught themselves the first prin- 
ciples of the oracles of God," and that most of the 
children of the poor grow up without having been 
catechised by those who are set apart for, that work. 

There appears also to be a lamentable want of 
parochial visiting, or what the Apostle calls, in his 
memorable address to the Presbyters of Ephesus, 
testifying ^^from house to house." In few in- 
stances, so fax as the author's intercourse with 1200 
convicts has enabled him to judge, is our blessed 
Lord's command generally obeyed: *^Oo out into 
the highways, and as many as ye find compel them 
to come in." 

The style of preaching moreover seems, in many 
instances, wholly ahove the comprehension of the 
young, and of the illiterate, who form, by far, the 
most important part of a congregation. 

The author has entered on tliis part of his sub- 
ject with much diflBidence. He feels that many 
things may be said to extenuate these omissions. 
.The elergy> in not visiting and catechising, are only 



20 

following the steps of their forefathers in the minis- 
try ; and, as highly educated men, they naturally 
find it most difficult, to bring their public addresses 
down to the comprehension of the illiterate and 
young. 

But the author, on the other hand, feels the 
solemn duty which he owes to criminals, whose 
claims, upon public sympathy, not to say justice, are 
denied ; and he, therefore, hopes he may be par- 
doned, if, in his attempt to establish their claims he 
has wounded the feelings of any brother. 

And let it not be supposed, that the only denomina- 
tion of professing christians to be met with in a 
Prison, are members of the Church of England, or 
even that they exhibit a more ignorant and depraved 
state of mind than those of other denominations. 
Alas ! the truth is for otherwise. With deep regret, 
the author is obliged to state, that the most difficult 
class of Prisoners he has to deal with, are those who 
had been led by injudicious men, to regard the im- 
pulse of excited feelings as true religion. From 
many poor deluded men of this description, the 
author has listened with deep anguish, to their 
history of sinning and repenting — ^now resorting to 
the public-house and now being restored to what 
they call " Church Membership :" and he has found 
it most difficult to elevate these men. The under- 
standing, the conscience, the judgment, are all more 
seriously injured than if the individual had never 
made a religious profession. His views of God's 
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character are dishonorable, his ideas of Sin are 
unscriptural, and there is a lamentable tendency to 
self-deception. 

The following statement presents a view of the 
amount of religious knowledge possessed by 1224 
Convicts on their admission into Wakefield Prison, 
fOid when fully considered goes far to substantiate 
the testimonies and opinions which have been ad- 
duced : — 



PBR CENT. 



BBLiaiOUS KNOWLBDOE ON ADMISSION 



Boctrine of the Trinity . . . 
l)octrine of the Atonement 
Offices of the Holy Spirit . 

"Way of Salvation 

Doctrine of Repentance... 

Commandments 

Bible History 

Nature of the Sacraments. 



Knew well, 
. and 
tolerably. 


Knew 
imperfrcay 


22.22 


3.68 


15.86 


3.69 


16.34 


6.21 


29.74 


10.05 


33.42 


15.44 


42.73 


17.32 


10.95 


31.62 


10.13 


6.70 



TotAly 
Ignorant. 

74.10 
80.55 
74.45 
60.21 
41.13 
39.95 
57.48 
83,17 



To form a correct estimate of this table it must 
be stated, that, two-thirds of the whole had been pre- 
viously convicted, varying from one to twenty times, 
and that all had been several months in other prisons^ 
before their reception into the Wakefield Convict 
Prison. It therefore follows, that theiy had received 
most of the Religious knowledge, which they pos- 
sessed on admission into this Prison, subsequently 
to their former and present convictions, and could 
have had but very little religious instruction, from 
parents or ministers, in their early years. 

From the foregoing remarks it will be seen that 
the author considers the neglect of Religious culti- 
vation as the cause of crime. 
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He feels aer dtron^y as any one the: seepndary^ 
vidite of EdncatioQ, but be cannot adopt the senti- 
ments of those who make it ^' the one thing need* 
fal" — ^the regeneratkm of man — ^the panacea for all 
oar moral ills. 

Its value, to enable a child to read the Kbla and 
understand samons, is indeed very great, and no 
doubt the ivazKt of this ability is a serious hinderanee 
to a Christian's happiness and useiulness, but it pos. 
sesses no power to control the unruly wills and 
affections of sinfal men ; whereas it is quite possible 
for a man to be wholly uneducated, and yet have 
sufficient knowledge of Divine truth, to live and die 
an honored and devoted Christian. 

In proof of the impotence of secular Education, 
unaided by Religious knowledge, to preserve from the 
ways of sm, the author needs only state, that out of 
1224 convicts who have been under his charge 674 
could read weU and tolerably ; 297 could write well 
and tolerably ^ and 123 were in proportion and ad-* 
vaneed rules of Arithmetic, an cuimission. Thus 
their secular Education, was nearly as &r advanced 
as would be necessary for persons in their position, 
while the majority knew nothing y of those principles 
which teach us ; to ^^ deny m^odHness and worldly 
lusts, and live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present evil world." 

The author does not, however, mean to assert that 
Education, combined witii the early formation of 
habit, may not, to a considerable extent, prove a 
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aafegtmrd ^aixust tihose ciiBies which are lodged 
upon as dUgraie^l ; but he .contende that little k 
thereby gainedy in a iMrai point of view. The 
current lOKxely ohaoiges its oonrae. Intempeiiajxce 
is exchanged for infidelity; or which is the same 
thing, practical AtheisBOi. £bnllilaons of passion, for 
seductive wiles. Sloseible assaults on property, for 
fiJse promises. Acts of yiolenoe cm the person, for 
secret aitacks i^oa the character^ 

The simple facts that, the largest Newspaper in 
England is published on the Sabbath, and that the 
press is teeming with publications, which savour of 
those principles, that overturned the Altar and 
Throne in France, at the dose of the last century, 
prove that Education, unsanotified by Beligioci, pro- 
duces a depraved aud dangerous appetite. 

As we ahall have occaeion to maJce seme remarks 
upon this subject a little forther <m, we shall dismiss 
it for the present, observij^g that even if man had no 
interest to secure beyond this life, he would be a 
smallgainQDr in morality, by the best aeoular JBdocA- 
tion. 

Assuming then, it has been proved, that our erimi* 
nal population, are now suiering from the negteot of 
those, who should have brought them up in 'Sthe 
nurture and admonition of the Lord," have they not 
strong claims upon our justice^ as weH as upon 
onr isympathy ? Many times has ttiis been pow^*- 
fhlly impressed upon the author's mind by iufvolun- 
tary exclamations <<Dh! that I had known these 






things before. What misery and disgrace should I 
have been saved !" And in recording these express 
sions, the author would again bear testimony to the 
total absence, on the part of the speakers, of any 
attempt to criminate parents or ministers. During 
the whole of his intercourse with convicts, he re- 
members but one instance, in which there was the 
slightest apparent disposition to implicate others, 
and this was done with such earnestness and fervour, 
that no unfavourable feeling could be entertained 
towards the poor suJBTerer. On that occasion the 
prisoner impassionately exclaimed, "Oh, sir, why 
was I not told these truths before ? I am like a 
poor Patient in an Infirmary, who had a diseased 
limb, which might have been cured, but the medicine 
was not brought until the limb had been cut off !'' 

It therefore appears, that though prisoners do not 
often murmur, they feel — ^and what a bitter reflec- 
tion — ^that they are suffering the loss of character 
and liberty, through the neglect of others. And yet 
the claims of these men are rejected, and the efforts 
made to reclaim them, met by the charge of extrava- 
gance. Again, and again, we hear the outcry of 
agitators, who denounce justice and sympathy, 
towards criminals, and loudly deprecate the money 
spent in seeking to rescue them from destruction. 

Without stopping, calmly to inquire the claims of 
these wretched beings, or the practicability of raising 
them from their sunken and unhappy position, the 
unfeeling political reformer, in order to save a few 



25 

tfaousand potinds (as he thinks), would consign his 
&llow*men to eternal rain. 

And will England adopt this hard-hearted, this 
cruel policy? Will that noble nation, which paid 
twenty millions, to emancipate degraded Negroes in 
her Colonies, and which for many years has paid 
vast sums to suppress the slave trade, refuse to 
make amends for past omissions, and now neglect to 
rescue our English Brethren from the slavery of sin 
and Satan? 

Admitting, that the effort were expensive, it would 
still be our duty as a christian, as a moral nation, 
to make reparation for past omissions, and in the 
spirit of one of old, generously exclaim, ^' If I have 
taken any thing from any man, I restore him four- 
fold. 

But, after &11 the noise and excitement which has 
been manifested, there is, even on the score of 
expenditure, no just charge against Reformatory 
Discipline. 

A convict under the Reformatory system at Pen- 
tonville or Wakefield, costs less, than if he were in a 
Hulk at Bermuda or Gibraltar. 

According to a letter in the Report of the Inspector 
of Prisons for the Scotch District, for the year 1847, 
it appears that the average expense per man, of con- 
victs in the Hulks abroad, during a period of four 
years, was ^637 IQs. per annum ; whereas the average 
expense of 1224 convicts in Wakefield Prison, during 
the two-and-a-half years it has been in operation, 
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was but ^25 for each prisoner, perannam. If to 
this we add £2 for transit, and ^3 per man for 
any local circomstances, which may cause this 
Prison to be less expensive than others, we have 
still a saving by the Reformatory system of £1 10s. 
per annum, on each Prisoner. 

And assuming the Reformation of Convicts prac- 
ticable, what a vast amount would be saved to the 
nation, were the system to be generally applied. 

Among the last four hundred convicts, in Wake-* 
field Prison, there were twenty-four, known to have 
been " returned convicts ;" and it is very probable 
that there were at least, six others, who had not been 
discovered. 

The majority of these men, in consequence of 
their former transportations, were sentenced to long 
periods ; and from the fearfully deteriorated state of 
their minds, caused by the Ci)rrupting and harden- 
ing influence of the Hulk system abroad, the greater 
part were impervious to moral influence. 

What an amount of loss thus entailed upon the 
country? Assuming the average period of their 
present sentences to be twelve years — ^that twenty 
will never be^^ to receive their liberty, or have their 
sentences commuted — and that the average annual 
cost of each Prisoner abroad, after placing £\(d a 
year to his credit, or rather to the credit of the 
nation, for work done by him, is £Z1 lOsv ; here 
is an outlay on each of these twenty men of j6330, 
or a total loss on the whole of ^6600 ! 



27 

Had the thirty men been originally sent to Pen- 
tonville, instead of to Bermuda, it is probable that 
five-and-twenty would have been sent abroad with 
tickets of leave, imbued with principles, which would 
have preserved them from their subsequent fate, and 
have made them moral and useful members of 
sociely. 

Extending this view, to the whole system of trans- 
portation, what an immense saving might be effected, 
if it be possible so to reform convicts, as to fit them 
for earning their subsistence in our colonies abroad ; 
after having undergone a portion of their punish- 
ment in a Reformatory Prison. 

Assuming ten years, to be the average period, for 
which the whole of our ccmvicts are sentenced, and 
three years the average time necessary for proba- 
tionary discipline, we save seven years expenditure^ 
on all who are deserving of the restricted liberty 
granted by a ticket of leave : and what is even of 
more consequence, than the large amount saved, we 
purify the hesurts of these men, and fit them to return 
healthy members to society. 

And if such, would be the pecuniary results, of a 
successful application of the Reformatory system to 
convicts, how much greater, and more important 
would they be, if the system were carried out in 
every Prison with regard to all criminals. 

Among 1221 convicts who have been in Wakefield 
Prison, no less than 115 had been previously con^^ 
victed, according to their own statements, five, many 
m high as twelve, times. 
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Now supposing, we average the number of those 
convictions at eight, and the expense of each convic- 
tion at £Q^ and the average period of imprisonment 
before and after conviction four months at ^62 per 
month, we have a charge upon the country of £112 
for each Prisoner, besides the amount of the injuries 
which he inflicted upon his fellow-men when at 
liberty, after each conviction. 

If instead of the short periods of imprisonment, 
these men had been sentenced for the first offence 
twelve months, and had been subjected to the 
Beformatory system, as worked at Pei^tonville, the 
country would have been saved, in a direct maimer 
upwards of three thousand pounds, even supposing 
only one-half had been reclaimed. And this, would 
have been but a small portion of the pecuniary 
advantages derived from such success. It. is well 
known that every criminal, who has been twice in a 
Prison, is a missionary for evil, and it may be safely 
asserted, that before he has been five times convicted, 
he corrupts more than that number of his com- 
panions. To follow out the consequences of those 
seductions, into the paths of criminal life, would 
lead the mind into an illimitable field of thought, 
and would present a magnitude of evil and loss 
which would defy calculation. 

What a vast saving then, would be effected, if our 
Prisons could be made nurseries for rtformatiovk^ 
by nipping crime in the bud, or rather eradicating 
it before it has thrown down its enormous roots into 
the depths of the heart. 
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The author cannot bring this division of his sub- 
ject to a close, ^thout making a few remarks upon 
another objection, brought against our Reformatory 
efforts to benefit unfortunate criminals. It is said, 
that, in bestowing so much attention, care, and 
expense upon criminals, we dishearten the virtuous 
and put a premium upon vice. 

With regard to the latter part of the objection, it 
will be seen in the sequel that, while it presents to 
the sunken man, whom it seeks to serve, sufBicient 
hope to preserve the heart from despair and stimu- 
late it to vigorous efforts, the system we advocate 
is by no means without its deterring effects. 

And with reference to the former, it might be sufB-^ 
cient to reply, that those who are suffering most, 
demand the most anxious care, and the most urgent 
measures. The objection savours much of the spirit 
of the son, who mucmutred, at his father's kindness to 
his prodigal brother; or of that unfeeling heart which 
said within itself " If this man were a Prophet He 
would have known who and what manner of woman 
this is that toucheth Him fob she is a Sinnjsb." 

But pajBsing by the urgency of the case and the 
uncharitableness of the objection, we would venture 
to assert, that though criminals are suffering more 
than their fellow-men, there is not so broad a line of 
moral distinetion between them, and multitudes who 
were never in Prison, as some would contend. This 
has been stated previously, and some instances have 
been adduced, to show, that even in the better classes 
d2 
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of society, there are many who come short in external 
morality. This is more apparent still, if we look at 
the state of that class, to which criminals chiefly 
belong. 

It is quite unjust to form an estimate of character, 
by the standard of our penal code. The category of 
crime amenable to law, does not include the whole, 
nor perhaps, more than half of the offences which 
degrade human nature, and corrupt the social 
current of society. 

The most dangerous and widely spreading of these, 
is infidelity ; for while drunkenness, lewdness, false- 
hood and petty dishonesty are openly preparing 
inmates for our Prisons, infidelity is secretly poison- 
ing the minds of our youth, and undermining every 
principle, of order and morality. 

It has been well said by the illustrious Bacon, 
that " knowledge is power." To follow out this 
idea, it may be compared, to a magazine of gun- 
powder, which may be used to defend the citadel, or 
by mismanagement cause its destruction. 

Knowledge when under the guidance of Divine 
truth is a powerful auxiliary, but when left to itself, 
is a dangerous foe. In its right place it assists the 
man of Ood in his study of the Holy Scriptures, it 
throws a flood of light from History and Science 
upon its pages — ^it helps to unfold the beauty and 
excellency of its doctrines and precepts — and it 
enables him to adduce the evidences in support of its 
genuineness and authenticity to mathematical demcni- 
stration. 
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But on the other hand, if knowledge be separated 
from the Bible — ^if it be placed in the seat of suprC" 
maey — ^if it be regarded aa the chief source of 
wisdom — if it be the object of daily research while 
the Bible is a sealed Book, or only read to doubt 
and scoff, it must be regarded as man's worst enemy. 

It is to be feared that the influence of this unsanc- 
tified knowledge is widely sapping the foundation of 
Divine truth. 

The question abroad among mechanics and artisans 
who have had their mental powers enlarged and 
strengthened by attending literary meetings, is not, 
can the Bible be proved a Divine revelation to which 
they should yield implicit faith and odedience ? but, 
can every line of the Bible be measured by human 
vrisdom ? They were not satisfied to be allowed to sit 
in judgment on the evidences, and if these were con- 
clusive, to acknowledge the supremacy of the Bible, 
but rejecting the evidences, they read it as a human 
production, and doubt and scoff, because it contains 
difficulties and apparent contradictions 

This subjeiet has been powerfully pressed upon the 
author's attention from the intercourse he has had 
with Criminals, and he has no hesitation in stating 
his conviction, that many now in Prison, were en- 
couraged to commit crime by the principles of in- 
fidelity, which had been sown in their heart by 
Parents, Masters, or companions. 

One Prisoner mentioned to the author that his 
Cither was an admirer of ^< Pain's Age of Reason," 
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Another, that hfi had often Urtoied to infidel 
attacks upon the BiUe by viaitors who used to oome 
to his father's honse. 

A third, that his father was an undisguised enemy 
to the Bible, and had taught him to regard christi* 
anity as a &ble. 

But withput multiplying individual statements, to 
prove the. prevalence of infidelity amoi^ mechanics 
and labourers in our cities and villages, the authcar 
needs only mention the fact that scarcely a week 
passes, without his being aaked by Prisoners, to solve 
Scripture difficulties and apparent contradictions. 

If farther evidence were necessary, we need only 
point to chartism and socialism, which are seeking 
to undermine the Altar and the Throne, and ask, 
can these men believe in that Book which teaches 
subjection to the powers that be, apd the sanctifying 
of God's Holy Day ? 

A chartist Prisoner, who had not been long asso- 
ciated with the body before his conviction, assured 
the author, that his eyes had not been opened to tha 
evil he had committed, until, he had heard the blasphe- 
mous attacks which sis;teen or seventeen chartists 
were continually making, while in Newgate, upon 
the word of Qt)d. 

With such facts before him, the author cannot 
allow that. a// unconvicted mechanics and trades- 
men should be regarded as ^^ untainted with crime," 
or a whit bettar than many criminals who are now 
under sentence of transportation. 
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The sententious, though not very elegant lines of 
a once popular ^mter, aptly describe these persons, 
who 

*< Compomid for sins they are inclined to, 
By damning others they haye no mind to." 

On every ground then, we urge the claims of 
wretched criminals, and insist that the punishment 
which is awarded to their misdeeds, should be com- 
bined with measures to secure, if possible, their 
future welfare, 

" To err is human, to forgive divine," and as we 
hope to receive mercy, we are bound to extend 
mercy. 

If the great moral Governor of the universe causes 
His sun to shine upon the just and the unjust, and 
His rain to descend upon the evil and the good : if 
He extends a day of grace to all His guilty creatures, 
and from infinite love gave His own Son to be the 
ransom of a lost world, surely it is not asking much, 
that men should have pity upon their fellow-men — 
upon ih&ir fellow-countrymen. 

And this obligation is stronger still, if we keep in 
mind that their debtors we are. We may well ask 
who maketh us to differ ? Had we been brought up 
as they had been, should we have done better ? or 
with all our advantages, are we so highly exalted as 
to say " stand off, for I am holier than thou ?" 
The writer cannot refrain from quoting the following 
touching passage from the pen of a christian visitor 
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to Newgate, as strikingly illustrative of these senti- 
ments : — 

'^ In leaving Newgate, and once more breathing the pure air, 
and beholding the sun, which neyer penetrates through those dismal 
walls into the deep courts of the prison, we said to one another, how 
happy we are that those bolts open to us ! Is it not owing to the 
grace of God manifested before we were bom, to the pious parents he 
blessed us with, to the education we have received, to the various 
circumstances of our lives — ^is it not owing to God's mercy alone, that 
there is a difference between the state of those poor women and our 
ownP The germ of those sins which have brought them to the place 
where they now are— was it not in our hearts also P Alas ! when we 
consider all circumstances as God considers them, bur Ught and their 
ignorance, the restraints which have kept us, and the temptations and 
want which have led them into sin ; which of us must not feel that 
perhaps, in the sight of God, we may be hi below many a guilty 
prisoner in Newgate ?*' 

But if noble feelings will not find a response, 
surely opposition should cease, when it is made appa- 
rent that our humanity will cost nothing, but rather 
effect a considerable saving. But how humiliating 
to our country, that we should be obliged to rely 
upon such arguments. How extraordinary to a 
person not acquainted with the feelings of political 
economists. 

When the writer of this little work mentioned to 
some Mends, his intention of publishing his views 
and experience, upon the subject of Criminal Beforma<« 
tion, he was much surprised at the earnestness, with 
which some pressed upon him, the importance of 
proving, that a saving would be effected if criminals 
could be reformed. " This" said one " is the only 
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point which will arrest attention at the present 
day." 

What a view of human nature does this present ! 
No sympathy ! No justice ! No avenue to convic- 
tion, but economy ! No subject of interest, but 
money ! Well might a distressed sinner, who had to 
choose between the punishment proposed by his 
Maker, exclaim ^' Let us fall now into the hand of 
the Lord ; for His mercies are great: and let me not 
fall into the hand qf man. 

It is, however, to be hoped, that there are many 
who possess Beats in the Legislature, who view this 
modt important subject on its own merits, and are 
willing to give it the deep and anxious consideration 
which it deserves. May they be endued with wisdom 
from above, in all their consultations, and be largely 
imbued with His spirit, who permitted a Magdalene 
to kiss His precious feet, and who made a dying 
thief the first trophy of His redeeming love, after 
He had completed the atonement for a lost world. 
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CHAPTER II. 

The Practicability of Beforming Criminals. Diffioultiei. Causes of 
popular Scepticimi on this subject. No case beyond the reach of 
the Gospel, proved from Scripture and experience. 



If it be admitted that punishment should be reform- 
atory, the next question for ioquiry is — ^how far may 
we hope to be able to reform Criminals ? 

Some who have had great experience, are decidedly 
of opinion that all attempts to reform Criminals 
mtist end in failures. A gentleman, not very long 
since, is reported to have said, that he would go 
twenty miles to see a reformed thief! 

What a fearful idea that all criminals are lost — 
all damned. Not a ray of hope. But all for ev^ 
beyond the reach of mercy ! 

Surely such feelings ought to cause the eye to 
weep, while the lips pronounce the solemn convic- 
tion, that all criminals, inured to vice, are doomed 
to destruction. But thanks be to God, the case is 
not so desperate. We admit that it is one of gieat 
difficulty. The sunken and demoralised state in 
which we find the poor Crimiaal — ^ti^e force of long 
established habits — ^bluntness of moral feeling — 
obtuseness of understanding — polluted state of 
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memory — debased character of the affections — total 
loss of self respect — consciousness of his own inability 
to reform, and mistrust towards those who seek his 
welfare, are some of the difSculties which we have 
to encounter, in our efforts to reclaim a poor criminal, 
who has been long enslaved by a sinful life. 

To the eye of man, the case does certainly appear 
hopeless ; but to conclude, therefrom, that it is hope- 
less, is to insult the power of Almighty God, and 
exhibit heartless indifference towards our suffering 
and needy fellow-men. 

The causes of this scepticism are manifold. Some- 
times the case is viewed, by persons well acquainted 
with its deplorable turpitude, merely in connexion 
with imprisonment, education, and such like human 
means ; and is therefore pronounced hopeless. They 
are deeply sensible of the overwhelming power of 
habit, and of the impotence of human means to 
break it, and therefore conclude that the case is 
hopeless. 

At other times, an unfavourable view is presented 
by the failure of promises, which Prisoners had made 
with apparent sincerity. 

The Chaplain of Pentonville, states in his report 
for 1848 — " I have heard the late Chaplain of Clerken- 
well say, that out of 100,000 Prisoners, who had 
passed under him, he knew only of two cases of true 
repentance towards God. Subsequently, he told me, 
that he found himself disappointed in both ! " 
. This- at first sight is a very startling testimony, 

B 
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bttt maay questions must be answered, before it can 
be received as evidence against the practicability of 
reforming Criminals. For instance, what were the 
means used ? How were the means used ? What 
length of time had the individuals been under Chris- 
tian instruction ? And how were they placed after 
liberation? There is good reason to believe that 
many, who regard the attempt to reform Criminals 
as Utopian, are sceptical on the subject from having 
expected more, than under the circumstances of the 
case was reasonable. They thought to have reaped 
a rich harvest on a stony soil, without adequate 
labour and watchfulness. 

But the chief cause of popular scepticism with 
regard to the Befbrmation of Criminals, is ignorance 
of the power of the Gospel. 

From the 1st Epistle of St Paul to the Corin- 
thians, vi c, 9, 10 and 11 verses, we have Divine 
authority for believing the practicability of reform- 
ing the most vicious aud depraved. What a cata- 
logue of monster sins does the Apostle present in 
the ninth and tenth verses. And what a glorious 
truth does he bear testimony to in the eleventh verse. 
" Such uoere some of you, but ye are washed, but ye 
are justified, but ye are sanctified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God." 

If there were no other authority or proof, this 
would be sufiicient to establish the practicability of 
reforming the worst Criminals, aud to deny the pro- 
position in the face of such testimony is to deny the 
truth of God's word. 
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But the evidence in support of this subject does 
not rest upon one passage of Scripture. It pervades 
the whole Bible, and not only impresses the mind 
with a conviction that the vilest, and most depraved, 
may be reformed and saved, but even that the pub- 
licans and the harlots more readily enter the king- 
dom of Heaven, than the proud, self-righteous 
Pharisee; and that Jesus Christ is emphatically the 
friend qf publicans and sinners. 

Those who have laboured among Criminals, in the 
Spirit of Him, who ^^came to seek and to save that 
which was lost,'^ can testify, that though there are, 
as we have already stated, many serious obstacles to 
their reformation, which make their recovery by 
human means entirely hopeless, there are. at the 
same time circumstances in their condition, which 
cause them to be more accessible, and more easily 
impressed by Divine truth, than "the ninety and 
oine who went not astray/' 

Their friendless condition, their consciousness of 
having no merit, their heavy load af guilt> and the 
feeling that they have forfeited all reward,, and justly 
incurred punishment, prepare them to receive with 
joy the glad tidings that " Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners," and that " His precious blood 
cleanseth from all sin." 

These blessed truths, brought home to their affec- 
tions and understanding, by the Spirit of Grod, cause> 
tears of godly sorrow to flow fix>m the heart, and 
holy resolutions to be formed for the future. They 
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leam to see the " exceeding sinfulness of sin," and 
hate it ; and to see the exceeding preciousness of 
Christ, and love Him. 

" There, and there only, though the Deist rave, 
And Atheist, if earth bear so base a slave ; 
There and there only is the power to save. 
There no delusive hope invites despair ; 
No mockery meets you, no deception there. 
The spells and charms that blinded you before, 
All vanish there, and fascinate no more. 
I am no preacher, let this hint suffice — 
The cross once seen is death to every vice ; 
Else he that hung there suffered all His pain, 
Bled, groaned, and agonised, and died in vain.'' 

But let it not be supposed that this great change 
is brought to maturity in a week — ^in a month — or 
even a year. Nor let it be supposed, that it will be 
eflFected by a Sunday sermon, and a hasty visit from 
the Clergyman, now and again. No, there must be 
time and labour, and both must be proportioned to 
the length of time the individual has been leading a 
depraved life. 

The Gospel is an alterative which acts infallibly, 
but slowly, upon the spiritual diseases of man, and 
must be applied not weekly, but daily, with a kind 
and judicious hand ; and if the numerous failures in 
the Reformation of Criminals were investigated, it 
would be found, that the majority were caused, not 
by the obduracy of Criminals, but by the inefficient 
application of religious instruction, or by the short- 
ness of the time they had been under efficient care. 

The language of the blessed Apostle, to his feeble 
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converts from Heathenism, implies the vast amount 
of labour, and care, and patience, and perseverance, 
which is necessary in seeking those who have been 
sunk in moral degradation. 

Thus, "ye know how we exhorted, and comforted, 
and charged, every one of you, as a Father doth his* 
children, that ye would walk worthy of God, who 
hath called you unto His kingdom and glory." 
And, " therefore watch and remember, that by the 
space of three years I ceased not to warn every one 
day and night." And once more, "we were gentle 
among you even as a nurse cherisheth her children." 

When the Gospel is applied in this affectionate, 
untiring spirit, it will be effectual — whether to the 
Jew, or to the Greek— to the learned, or the un- 
learned — ^to the bond, or to the free. He who had 
tested its power more extensively than any man, 
could say, in the presence of friends or foes, " I am 
not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power 
df God unto salvation to every one that believes." 
That there have been cases of abortion, does not 
afiect the subject, any more than the failure of 
medicine, applied for the removal of a bodily disease, 
affects the skilfulness of the physician, or the efficacy 
of the remedy. 

For reasons, with which we have nothing to do, 
God is sometimes pleased to withhold His blessing, 
and whether it be with regard to the application of 
spiritual, or of physical means, the result must be 
&tal. But for our comfort and encouragement, we 

£2 



\ 



42 

are assured that no amount of guilt — no extent of 
depravity — ^no strength of habit — can place any man 
beyond the reach of His Almighty arm to save. 

The writer of this volume has not been long 
enough engaged in prison work, to offer much direct 
evidence, as to the amount of success which has been 
eflFected, in the Convict Prison with which he is con- 
nected. For this kind of proof, he would refer 
inquirers to the interesting reports of the devoted 
Chaplain of Pentonville, and to the reports of the 
indefatigable Chaplain of Preston Gaol. 

The evidence, which the writer presents, is chiefly 
presumptive, but it appears to him sufficiently strong 
to convince every impartial mind that the Gospel 
can elevate, and purify, the most depraved and 
degraded criminal. 

Much has been said and written about the hypo- 
crisy of prisoners, and the arts which they adopt, to 
impose upon their Chaplains. Doubtless there are 
hypocrites among criminals; and where are they 
not ? Even in the small family of Jesus there was a 
traitor. But it is a heartless libel on poor criminals, 
a gratuitous insult to laborious ministers, and an 
utter denial of the power of the Gospel, to insinuate 
that all the inmates of a Prison, who profess repent- 
ance towards God, and faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, are deceivers. 

This charge is founded upon the number of re- 
commitments, and the consequent failure of promises 
of amendment, but this lamentable fact does not 
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prove that Prisoners are hypocrites. There is a 
very wide and important distinction between a mau 
who deliberately and systematically seeks to deceive 
by professing to be what he is not, and the man 
that is really determined to do well, but who sub- 
sequently falls beneath the assaults of temptation. 

Judas was a hypocrite ; Peter was a well-inten- 
tioned, but weak man. The one betrayed Christ for 
sordid gain; the other denied him through mo- 
mentary fear. The one acted with deliberation ; 
the other under the impulse of an instant. 

If this distinction were remembered, and if proper 
allowances were made for the peculiar position of a 
discharged criminal, we should hear no more of the 
hypocrisy of prisoners ; but, unfortunately, preju- 
dice will not reason, and therefore no consideration 
is shown towards those, who, of all men» deserve 
it most. 

To expect that a man who has been leading a dis- 
solute and vagrant life for many years, (even though 
he may not have been in prison), can be sufficiently 
established in good resolutions, during an imprison- 
ment of a few months, to overcome long-established 
habits, resist the temptations of old associates, and 
bear up under the many discouragements, connected 
with the position of a liberated criminal, is un- 
reasonable. 

But give the Prisoner sufficient time to undo the 
past, and acquire strength for the future; place him 
under simple and constant religious instruction; 
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have all the officers who are placed over him, men 
that can act as auxiliaries in the work of refbrma- 
tion, and then make such arrangements, that the 
liberated criminal may be placed in more favourable 
circumstances than before his conviction; and, hy 
the blessing of God, it will be seen that the views and 
feelings professed in prison, were truly believed 
and felt. 

No branch of this subject has occupied more of 
the writer's attention, than the charge we have been 
considering, and he is hs^py, at being able to 
adduce, a variety of facts which will at once exhibit 
the sincerity of criminals, when under ordinary 
christian instruction, and the power of the Gospel in- 
elevating their hearts and reforming their characters.. 

And to begin with those who are making no pro- 
gress in reformation, there appears to be, in many of 
this class, either a contempt for hypocrisy, or a con- 
viction of its inutility to efifect even temporal gain. 
With very few exceptions, the honest confessions of 
such men are, '^ Sir, I do not pray, I have never felt 
a desire to do so." Or, "Sir, 1 have tried to pray, 
but was obliged to give it up. When I knelt dowa 
evil thoughts distracted my mind» and I felt that I 
was only mocking God." Or, " Sir, I repeat prayers 
regularly, but I have never yet prayed with my 
heart; my habits still keep me in bondage to sin." 

Then, the earnest and humble confessions of those 
who are just beginning to feel an interest in their 
soul's welfare^ manifest the most open and unfeigned 
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sincerity. Such often say, " Sir, I am indeed anxi- 
ous, and am striving to the utmost of my power, 
but as yet it appears in vain. I make no progress. 
I hate sin, but it continually barrasses me. I cannot 
as yet feel that I belong to Christ." The following 
prayer which the author found written on a Pri- 
soner's slate, is beautifully illustrative of the subject 
now before us. The visit was accidental^ and could 
not have been expected. The Prisoner's slate hung 
upon the wall in the usual place, and presented a 
clean surface. While speaking with the Prisoi^er, 
the author happened to take down the slate, and 
turning it over, found the following prayer : — 
"Thou God seest me: yea, Lord, but I do not 
always think so: but when it shall please Thee, 
my Father and my God, to give me true repentance 
through Thy Son Jesus Christ. But Thou knowest 
that I have not felt the burden of my sins yet." 

Before we consider the evidence which has come 
under the author's notice, in support of the sincerity 
of those who make a decided religious profession, it 
appears desirable that we should first shew, that the 
cause of the alarm entertained by our opponents, is 
based on false principles. 

It is thought, that by holding out to Prisoners the 
prospect of gain by a certain course of action, we 
present a temptation to h3rpocrisy, which few, if any, 
could withstand. But the same objection may be 
urged, by ill disposed minds, against the doctrine of 
future rewards in the system of God's moral govern- 
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ment, or even with regard to the promises which ar« 
lield out, of blessings in this life to those who repent 
and obey God. When it can be shown that the 
legitimate tendency of those rewards is to evil, their 
adoption will be admitted to be injudicious ; but 
until this be demonstrated^ we cannot yield to the 
objection. He who knows man better than we can 
do, is pleased to act upon his hopes, as well as hisi 
fears, and it would ill become us to disregard those 
motives in our dealings with our fellow-men, and 
adopt partial views of truths or abstract princi- 
ples of morality. 

It must not, however, be supposed that rewards 
form the lever by which we seek to elevate degraded 
criminals. It has been already stated, that our 
dependence is placed upon the power of that Gospel 
Faith, which discerns and appropriates a crucified 
Saviour, and thereby elevates the affections — ^purifies 
the mind — and overcomes the temptations of the 
world. But a correct view of the misery from which 
he is rescued, and of the promises of present and 
future happiness, ^to which he is admitted through 
the finished work of his loving Saviour, are abso* 
lutely necessary to show a sinner the extent of bis 
obligations to Him. 

To enable the reader to test the working of this 
system, the author will briefly describe the various 
duties which are performed in connection with hia 
department in a Reformatory Prison, and the effects 
which appear to be produced, and will leave it with 
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the reader to decide, ^rhether there is not very strong 
evidence to*beIieve, that a large number are sincerely 
anxious to amend their lives according to God's 
holy word. 

The first means in order and importance, for the re- 
formation of man, is the preached word. ^^It pleased 
€rod, by the foolishness of preaching, to save them 
that believe." Twice on Sundays, and once daily, 
all the Convicts in Wakefield Prison enjoy this 
privilege, and if we are to judge by reverence and 
apparent devotion during the prayers, and the most 
fixed and breathless attention during the sermon, or 
lecture, we should say, that no congregation in Eng- 
land excels them in their appreciation of the means 
of grace. And the interest does not subside when 
they have returned to their cells. Almost every 
man retains a portion of what he has heard, and a 
large number write on their slates, and subsequently 
in their copy books, abstracts of the sermons and 
lectures. The author has read some hundreds of 
these attempts, and has often been astonished at the 
accuracy with which they are recorded. The 
Prisoners set a high value upon these firagments, 
and the greatest favour a man can receive, is to be 
allowed to take them when he leaves the prison. 

The second means employed for the Reformation 
of Criminals in this Prison, is weekly catechising. 
The whole body assemble for nearly two hours, 
and are closely and simply questioned, on those 
subjects which affect their eternal and present wel- 
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fare. This is a very enlivening and eneoan^ing 
duty. Most of the Prisoners exhibit the deepest 
interest in it, and make very considerable prepara* 
tion for it during the week. At first, and for some 
months, there is an apparent timidity in answering 
questions arising partly from a consciousness of their 
ignorance, and partly from the fear of man, but after 
a time these wear off, and the minister's difficulty is 
how to give each an opportunity of being questioned. 
This ministration is calculated to be of very great 
service, not only by instructing the men, but by pre- 
paring them to converse upon religion, when they 
shall be admitted into association. 

Cellular visiting, is another important and inter- 
esting means of instruction, and is hailed by Pri** 
soners, especially by those who axe making decided 
progress, with unsuppressible j oy . During those visits 
the Prisoner has an opportunity of asking counsel 
and instruction from the Minister, and he is able to 
administer admonition, reproof, exhortation,. or com- 
fort, according to the circumstances of each convict. 

The administration of the Lord's Supper, four 
times a-year, according to Act of Parliament, is a 
subject of deep interest to Ministers and Prisoners. 

The course which the Author adopts, for the 
administration of the sacred ordinance, is to annouce 
in the simple words of the rubric, that on a certain 
day the Holy Communion will* be administered, and 
he directs that any who desire to offer themselves as 
candidates, should send their numbers, through the 
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officers, to the chaplain ; and to guard against the 
possibility of abuse, he states most distinctly, that no 
man's character will be judged of mth regard to the 
reception, or non-reception of this ordinance. 

The notice is usually given a month before the 
administration* During that period, all the candi- 
dates are visited, and careful enquiries instituted, 
into their conduct both in this, and the prison 
whence they came. They are then admitted to two 
simple lectifres, on the nature and design of the 
Lord'^ Supper; the qualifications necessary for a 
right reception ; and on the benefits which are received 
thereby. After the lectures they are again visited, 
when a final arrangement is made. Some withdraw ; 
others are deferred; and those considered in a fit 
state of mind are admitted. 

The following figures shew the results of these 
measures as applied to the candidates, among 800 
convicts who had been on an average ten and a half 
months in this prison: — 

Total number of applicants 281 

Withdrew 63 

Deferred 33 

Admitted 185 

Now, it is very singular, that while some persons 
consider so large a number indicative of hypocrisy, 
others are of opinion, that under the circumstances, 
the number is small, and indicates a defect in the 
mode of discipline, under which the prisoners ate 
placed. 
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Commenting npon the Report of the Chaplain at' 
PentonviUe, for 1848, a miter in the Law Magazine 
for Angast, 1849, remarks as follows : — 

"Of the 1000 picked Prisoners (all giving more 
or less evidence of a tendency to reformation) little 
more than one quarter are, during a period of eigh- 
te^i months, of zealous, q»ritQaI, moral, and indus- 
trial culture, brought to such a stale of penitence, 
that the Chaplain can admit them to the Holy Com-^ 
munion, a rite derigned especiaDy by our church, 
not merely for ecmcdstent christians, but for all 
sinners who acknowledge and bewaQ their manifold 
sins and wickedness which they have from time to 
time most grievoudy committed, and do earnestly 
repent and are heartQy sorry for their misdoings. 
Now, if all the reformatory processes and appli- 
ances at Pentonville have not produced penitaice 
for past sins, and desire for liiture ammdment, in 
three-fourths of the whole number, so as to enable 
them to join in the Lord's Supper, there has been a 
miserable and signal failure of efforts, and the infer- 
ence is, that the separate system labours under some 
great defect." 

That this argument has no weight will appear from 
the following considerations. 

First, When we bear in mind the average number 
of communicants in our churches in England, one- 
fourth of the congregation wiU appear a very targe 
proportion in a prison. 

Secondly, Many Prisoners who are in a humble 
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penitent, believing state of mind, are restrained from 
presenting themselves as candidates, by a conscious- 
ness of having only just commenced the christian 
course; and from a desure to become better ac» 
quainted with their own hearts, and with the truths 
of their holy religion, before they make the solemn 
vows contained in the Communion Service. 

Thirdly, Every right-minded Chaplain, so fox from 
encouraging Prisoners to come to the Table of the 
Lord, will press upon them the great danger of 
eating and drinking unworthily ; and knowing that 
a sinner's salvation is not dependent upon the 
Lord's Supper, but upon faith in His Body and 
Blood, of which the Holy Communion is but a 
symbol, he will rather defer a promising man, than 
risk the danger of injuring a Prisoner's soul, and 
dishonouring the holy religion of Christ, by an 
injudicious step. 

And to those who think one-fourth too many, 
the writer would say, that before judgment is 
pronounced, the case should be fiiUy and fairly 
considered. 

In the first place it must be remembered, that by 
the figures inserted, 281 were applicants for the 
Holy Communion, in Wakefield Convict Prison, 
among 800 Prisoners. 

In the second place, that these applications were 
made without the possibility of collusion or agree- 
ment among the Prisoners. 

In the third place, that every man who applied 
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was examined, as to views and feelipgs ; that his 
character in the former prison was taken into ac- 
count ; that his conduct since his reception, as ob- 
served by all the officers, was duly ascertained ; 
that he was admitted to simple and faithfol lectures ; 
and, that a period of four weeks was occupied in 
these enquiries and duties. 

After the adoption of such means, it must surely 
appear that good grounds existed for the admission 
of those who were approved of, and not that this 
large body of men were encouraged to partake of the 
Holy Communion, through blind zeal, or ostenta^ 
tious display. And whether we consider the senti- 
ments of the men who did not apply, or having 
applied, withdrew; or of those who approached the 
Table of the Lord, we ^all see the truthfulness of the 
above remarks. On many occasions, men belonging 
to the former class, have, of their own accord, said 
to the author, '^ Sir, I would like to come to the 
Holy Sacrament, but I doubt whether I belong to 
the Saviour. My heart is very cold. My gratitude 
very little. I fear that I should be acting pre-* 
sumptuously if I applied to be admitted." Or, 
^' Sir, I have thought much upon the subject, and 
fear, lest I may not fulfil my vows to Jesus, and 
thus dishonour Him whom I desire to glorify." 
And with regard to those who came to the Lord's 
Table, the author can truly say, that no body of 
communicants in England could have been more de- 
vout without display ; more abased without spiritual 
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pride ; more grateful without excitement, than the 
poor Outcasts in Wakefield Prison, who knelt at 
the Saviour^s Banquet Table. On such occasions 
the author has often been led to realize something of 
those holy and joyful feelings, which angels must 
partake of, when looking down upon such a scene. 

From these remarks, we may safely conclude that 
one-fourth is not a small number of communicants 
in a prison congregation ; nor too large, when all the 
circumstances of the case are fairly considered. 

Another very common mistake into which many 
fall, with regard to the Reformatory system, is the 
amount of time bestowed upon instruction. It is very 
generally thought, we lose sight of labour, and devote 
all our attention to religious and secular instruction. 

We do not hesitate to state, that the rock upon 
which our hope of success rests, is religious instruct 
tion ; but so far from this all-important subject, or 
even secular education, engrossing the whole of the 
time, they do not receive more than one-sixth of the 
working days. For instance, the daily disposal of 
time in this Prison, are ten hours hard labour^ twa 
hours for meals, one hour exercise, one hour chapel, 
(including going to and returning from,) and one 
hour before bed time for reading. If to this be 
added four hours in the week, deducted from labour 
time, for secular education, we have a perfect view 
of the disposal of a Convict's time in Wakefield 
Prison \ and it is presumed, that no one could object 
to such a division of time. 
f2 
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This will prepare us to form a correct estimate of 
the value of the following tables relating to eight 
hundred Convicts, who were removed after an 
average imprisonment at Wakefield of ten months 
and a half; and the author cannot but thinli^ that i^ 
it is remembered, how dark and obtuse the minds of 
these men had been on admission, with regard to 
spiritual things, the table on religious knowledge, 
when contrasted with the one inserted at page 21 
will show that the majority must have been very 
diligent in the use of the limited time allowed them 
for religious and secular study. 



RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE 
OF EIGHT HUNDBED CONVICTS. 

Doctrine of the Trinity 

Doctrine of the Atonement 

Offices of the Holy Spirit 

"Way of Salvation 

Doctrine of Bepentance 

Commandments 

Bible History 

Nature of the Sacraments 



Knew ireil. 




and 


Imperfbotly. 


tolerably. 




86.97 


3.23 


81.02 


7.44 


76.18 


9.80 


90.46 


6.21 


88.09 


7.57 


86.23 


9.30 


63.36 


31.02 


66.82 


18.12 



Totally 
IgooraDt. 

■"955 

11.64 

14.02 

4.34 

4.34 

4.47 

16.63 

25.06 



SECULAR KNOWLEDGE OF EIGHT HUNDRED 

CONVICTS. 



Bead well and tolerably 

** imperfectly 

Unable to Bead 

Wrote well and tolerably 

** imperfectly 

Unable to Write 

Proportion and Advanced Bules 

First Four Bules 

Knew nothing of Arithmetie . . 



On 
Admission. 
Per Cent. 



66.58 
26.30 
17.12 
22.46 
46.04 
32.60 

10.17 
33.88 
66.96 



On 
Removal. 
Per Cent, 



74.31 
22.57 

3.12 
63.47 
29.99 

6.61 
26.31 
51.00 
22.69 



We now approach a test of reformation which 
has been a source of great comfort to the writer, and 
must carry with it, to every unbiassed mind, the 
conviction that the majority of Prisoners who pro- 
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fess reformation under this system, ore not hypo- 
crites. 

It is usual, after a certain period of separate con- 
finement, to relax the discipline, and permit the 
Prisoners to associate together for some hours daily, 
in the grounds of the prison. A few fitcts will shew 
the working of this stage of the Reformatory system 
in Wakefield Prison. 

" B. S. mentioned that T. C, a very ignorant 
man, had begged of another Prisoner to instruct him 
in the nature of the Holy Sacrament, as he felt a 
great desire to fulfil every command given by his 
gracious Saviour." 

" Among 194 men in the first class, two were 
guilty of using improper language in association, 
and were reported by their /eltow-prisoners,^' 

^^ J. S. stated that he had been grieved to hear a 
fellow-prisoner make use of an unguarded expres- 
sion, and that he felt it to be his duty, to ask W. J. 
to unite with him in reproving the ojffender." 

" The schoolmaster reported that there were several 
little groups of Prisoners formed to unite in social 
prayer and reading of the scriptures, when they 
should have embarked for Australia." 

^^ B. P. expressed his astonishment at the change 
which he has observed in J. C. He had known 
J. C. in Warwick gaol. J. C. was, a thief of 
the lowest grade. He had seven times changed 
his name. On one day, at Warwick races, he stole 
fifty pocketrhandkerchiefe. When received into 
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this prison, he was totally ignorant, and exhibited 
an amount of intelligence below average. B. P. was 
therefore astonished when they met in association 
after twelve months sepiyrate confinement, to find 
that this young man, not only could read and write 
a little, but possessed a good knowledge of the essen- 
tial truths of religion, and appeared to be deeply 
aflTected by them. " Sir," said B. P. to the author, 
'* this poor fellow is far beyond me in the christian 
Mfe." 

" W. B. mentioned, that J. M. (formerly a low 
depraved charact^) showed great anxiety to pro- 
mote the spiritual welfare of his fellow-prisoners. 
W* B. had known J. M. in Liverpool, and said that 
he could scarcely have believed it possible that so 
ungodly a man as J. M. had been, could have been 
reformed." "Several Prisoners bore independent 
testimony to the zeal, ability, and holy consistency 
exhilnted by the man above-mentioned " 

" C. T. said, that the day he met his fellow 
Prisoners in association, was the happiest he ever 
spent* The conversation was all on what Ood had 
done for their souls, and that they all felt overjoyed 
to think that He had in His mercy given to such 
wicked sinners the opportunity to repent* With 
great simplicity, he stated, that he could not sleep 
for joy the whole of that night." 

" T. B. remarked, I wish. Sir, you were often pre- 
sent^ without been seen, to hear the profitable con- 
versation among the Prisoners in association. They 
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talk much of the sermons and lectures, and eicpress 
great interest in the truths they have learned." 

Similar observations have been made regarding 
the other detachments that have been from time to 
time in association, all concurring, without the possi- 
bility of having previously agreed upon the testimony 
they gave. ' 

The author is quite sensible that these facts^ 
however interesting, are not conclusive in proving 
that the Reformation of these men was perfect. 
They unquestionably exhibit then: sincerity, but we 
need ftirther evidence to convince us of their stability 
in the hour of trial. 

The following letters, which the author has re- 
ceived from those men, will supply another link in the 
chain of the evidence of which the author is making 

use, to prove the sincerity of the majority who 
profess Reformation, and thus establish the proposi- 
tion, that it is practicable to Reform Criminals. 
The author desires to state, that not a word has 
been alt^ed in any of these letters : — 

Information with beoabd to 113 Conyicts who bmbaekbd 

ON BOARD ^^ThB HaSHBMT,'^ VNDBB OHABOB OF C. A. 

Bbownino, Esfi., M.D. 

<* Bev. and Dear Sir, 

'^ In accordance with my promise, and your 
request, I take the first opportunity of communicating to you, what 
little information is in my power to gi^e. 

'^ We all arrived safely at London, and were immediately put on 
board the steamer, and ran down to Woolwich, and embarked on board 
'The Hashemy,' and were at once examined by the Surgeon-Saperin- 
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tandent. There are about 240 exiles onboard; and everything is so 
comfortably adapted, that we cannot fedl to be a happy body of men, 
when all the projected roles are established. 

''I have the inexpressible joy to inform yon that we have prayers, 
and a lecture delivered morning and evening, by the Supwintendent 
himself; and so intense is the order and attention of the men, that it is 
really a heart-melting and delightful scene: truly may we say with the 
apostles, ' It is good to be here.' 

'^ I am happy to be able to say, that as yet, I have not seen any- 
thing inconsistent in the behaviour of any of our men. 

''43, 141, 3, 4, 38, and many others, desire their love to you, and 
although it is unnecessary to ask, solicit the united prayers of yourself 
and Mr. 8herwin, that He, who has called us out of darkness into his 
marvellous light, — ^who has redeemed us with His precious blood,— 
whose crown of rejoicing we are, wUl continue the good work which He 
has begmi in us ; and enable us to carry out all our resolutions, and pro- 
mote His glory in all our thoughts, words, and actions. Believe me, 
you are not forgotten in our entreaties at the throne of grace. 

''When I think of the many christian firiends who are concerned 
in our comfort and everlasting peace, my heart rejoices within me : I 
am constrained to cry out to Him who tumeth the hearts of all men as 
He will, ' Thou hast not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us 
after our iniquities.' 

" All our dear men are so knit together with the spirit of brotherly 
love and unity, each endeavouring to build the other up, that it would 
do your heart good to see us. The whole tenor of their conversation 
at present, has been so pervaded with the spirit of the gospel, that it 
18 truly a happy situation in which we are placed, notwithstanding all 
onr little inconveniences. I cannot say more at present, but should we 
have any other opportunity of writing before we leave England, I shall 
not foil to write. 

" I trust that yourself, Mr. Sherwin, and all our beloved friends, 
are well, as we all are. Give my love to all, and accept the same 
yourself, from 

" Tour greatly obliged and humble Servant, 

"G. C ," 
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Shortly after the feregoing letter w» written, ike cholera broke 
eut on board *^Xhe Haahemj,'^ and eaiued her detenti(»i at Ports- 
mouthy for many weeks. During that period the author received a 
great many letters from his late charge, from which he has made the 
following extracts : — 

A Pbisoneb'8 appreciation of Dr. Browninq's zeal and 

DETOTBDNESS DUBINO THE ChOLEBA. 

'* As to Dr. Browning's attention, zeal, and assiduity, it would 
be presumptuous in me to speak, as I could not relate it, nor do I 
believe can any one. His anxiety for our bodies, was great indeed; 
but his anxiety for our souls is greater. To hear him talk to the 
dying, whoi language generally &il8, was to the sufferers and by* 
standers, most edifying and touching: and, indeed, that heart must be 
steeled which would not be moved by his addresses. To hear his 
€;}aoulatory prayer, over every patient, was truly touching; but to see 
him mount up into the berth close to the dying men, and there, in that 
small uncomfortable place, offer up his fervent and love-stirring peti- 
tion to the Father of all mercies, on behalf of the soub, that were 
about taking their flight to (I trust) the mansions of bliss, was the 
most moving scene of all. Oh ! how he did labour to win souls! 



FbOM a PBI80KBB ON BOABD "THE HaSHEMT,*' JUST BB- 

cO'VEBma FBQM Cholera. 

" Bev. Sir, 

'^ I reeeived your letter, and was glad to hear that 
you was w^, and found it a source of great pleasure in reading its 
contents; and I again embraee an opportunfty of writing a few lines 
to give you all the information eoBceming your late charge, and I am 
sorry to state that a great many of t&e men are very poorly. I have 
had an attack myself. I was seized with it on the 18th of the month, 
but I am happy to say that I ^m greatly recoverd now, and hope that 
God win still preserve my health. I was absorbed in deep diought 
and meditation during ray wakeful hours, and foiund great comfort in' 
meditating on the proirases of BEiy heavenly Father, and found that 
God was my refoge and strength in the day of trouble. How calm and 
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resigned ii the ohristo^ wh«a sulferiiig ytoAn the afflidiioii He eeee 
meet to visit hisi with, when he can rely and confide in Him with m 
lively iaith, trnating in the merits of a crucified Saviour. I hope that 
my future life will be dedicated to his service, and that I shall ad<»n 
the doctrine of my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. All, appaiently, 
are holding fest to the promise of eternal life, exhibited in the gospel 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.'^ 



The following extract, from another prisoner's letter, in reply to 
one written by the author, desiring to know the names of two of his 
late charge, onboard '' The Hashemy," who had been guilty of some 
impropriety while the Tessel lay off Portsmouth, will exhibit, in a 
strong light, the high tone of moral feeling which pervaded the whole 
body of the men. 

'' I believe they are heartily sorry for their offence, and that the 
fects having come to the ears of their messmates, is sufficient 
punishment.'^ 
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FVBTBEB INVOBMATION BEOARDINO THB ShIP << HaSHBMT. 

'' Simon's Bay, Cape of Good Hope. 

" April 19th, 1849. 
« Rev. and Dear Sir, 

'* According to my promise, and at the request 
of many of my fellow-voyagers, I transmit the following brief account 
of our voyage, with the affiedrs more closely relating to us, your late 
charge. On the 11th of February, we sailed finally from Spithead, 
and ere the mantle of night had veiled fixmi our eyes the setting sun, 
the chalky cliffs of our beloved fetherland were lost in the hazy 
expanse of distance, while we, a lonely Bark, freighted with the out- 
oasts of society, (though not all outcasts from the fold of the good 
Shepherd), skimmed over the surfi&ce of the mighty deep, before a 
'^isk and auspicious breeze. 

M On the 26th February, at 3 A.M., we passed Maderia, but did 
not sight it. On March 24th, at about 6 A.1C*, we sighted the island 
of Trinidad, (Teneriffe?) the wind being brisk and favourable. 

*' We have been now ten weeks on our vrzj from England to the 
Cape of Good Hope, fitnn whence I date this. During all this time 
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M% hate been blessed and pretetred hj that divine God of love who 
holds the waves in his hand, and the water in his iists. Not an angry 
billow, or tempestnons gnst^ has been pennitted to mar the peaoe and 
TXimiiHrt of onr hitherto peaoefal voyage. 

'*When widiin a few degrees of the equator, the sonl of one of 
our poor companions, was called to enter into that state, where his doom 
Is irrevocably fixed for an endless and unchanging eternity. The per- 
son to whom I allude, is A. Cr , who occupied cell 148 B. 

Hia complaint vras not exactly Imown: be was confined to his bed ibr 
upwards of three weeks, and for one week, was totally bereft of his 
reason. Christian charity leads us to hope that he fell asleep in Jesus, 
and that he is now rejoicing before the throne of the Lamb, who re- 
deemed Him to Himself by his own precious blood. 

*'His burial vras indeed solemn, and calculated to inspire every 
reflecting mind with awe, while it spoke aloud in words not to be mis- 
onderstood — the lesson of our mortality. 

c^The evening was calm and serene, not a breath ruffled the 
glossy surface of the deep, which shone like one vast mirror; the sky 
vras clear, save a few scattered clouds through which a few struggling 
beams from the setting sun shed, their soft and golden lustre upon 
our lonely ship. Not a sound was heard on the decks of our little 
floating church, Cfor such indeed she is), save the flapping of the sails 
against the towering mast, and the voice of the Surgeon-Superintend- 
ent, while be read the solemn service for the burial of the dead, at sea. 
All minds seemed to be impressed with the awe-inspiring sceae. The 
hymn, ^ Oft as the bell with solemn toll,' was sung, the service ended, 

and the remains of A. G were conmiitted to the deep. The 

silence of thought reigned throughout the ship, when the splash in the 
waters told us that his body was in the bosom of the ocean, where it 
will rest until the morning of the resurrection, when the sea shall give 
up her dead, and every grave restore its long-confined tenant, to stand 
before the judgment-seat of the Eternal, who made them for Himself. 
As it is not my intention in this short epistle to enter into every minute 
detail of our voyage, I shall hasten to give you a few brief hints, which 
I feel assured will interest you. 

'^Shortly after putting to sea, the whole body of the people were 
Ibcmed into schools or classes, of eight or ten individuals, according to 

Q 
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their respectiye abilities. The xnimber of schools are tventy-twv, 
each haying a schoolmaster selected from ourselves, over which I have 
the hanour and privilege— responsible as it is — of being placed in the 
capacity of Inspector: my duty is to superintend the whole proeeeding 
of the schools, and to instruct and regulate them as &r as my abilities 
will permit. 

'' The school exercise consists chiefly in Scriptore reading, and 
all possible light is thrown iip<m the same by each respectiTe schodi- 
master, this b€^ the only learning able to make ns wise unto salva- 
tion. How should our hearts bum with gratitude to Grod who has 
thus ovenruled the events of his providence as to place us in suck 
peculiar and advantageous circumstances. Our whole proceeding, 
fit>m the time our waking eyes greet the beams of the morning, until 
we retire again to our nightly repose, tends to the strengthening and 
edifying of our souls in the knowledge of the gospel, and consequently 
redound to the glory and praise of our divine Redeemer. At 9 a«m., 
every wedL-day, the whole of the pe<^le assemble together for divine 
worship. Prayer is offered up by the Surgeoi^nperinteiident, a 
chapter from the Old Testam^it is read and ably expounded by him: 
this generally ocoiqiies about an hour. All hands are then mustered by 
divinioDs, and inspected by the Surgeon-Superintendent. The schools 
are then formed and kept in aetive operation until a-quarter to twelve 
A.M. The schools are again assembled, when the people pursue their 
studies until a-quarter to four p.u. A numb» of people forming 
the visible church, assemble themselves Wfhmtarily, to oigage in a 
social prayer-meeting. The prayers are offered by individuals irom 
amongst themselves: these are, indeed, the pearls of our happiest 
hours^ At six P.M., we again meet ibr public worship, when prayer is 
offered, a chapter of the New Testament read and expounded, a 
h3rmn simg» and occasionally a chapter of some interesting woi^, or a 
letter in manuscript, narrating the history of some tmfertunate indi- 
vidual of like stamp with ourselves, who has oome under the charge of 
the same benevolent guardian, with whom it is our happy lot to sail, is 
'then read. 

*^ On the Lord's-day, if the weather permit, we asSemUe on the 
quarter-deck with the troops, and sui^ of the seamen as feel disposed 
(to attend, when divine worship is conducted accerding to the roles 
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of the Eftablished Clnirch. How would the sweetest toned strings of 
your heart Tibmte with the echoes of loudest praise, oould you but 
cast one glance upon our little church, when thus assembled on the 
deck of our exile bark, borne upon the heai»ing bosom of the mighty 
deep, all eyes and hearts engaged in tracing over the words of life 
from the inspired yolume, which fills the hands of every individual 
assembled. Who can conceive a mcHe glorious and heavenly scene 
than this ? The bread of life (beyond all denial) is regaled upon with 
avidity by the outcasts of the world, but a portion of the ingathering 
of the Lord. Did circumstances permit, I could dwell with joy upon 
so elevating and gratifying a theme, but circumstances hasten me to a 
conclusion. A chapter from the Holy Scriptures is given out weekly, 
to be committed to memory by all who are so well disposed. At our 
meeting on the Sabbath afternoon, the chapter is recited by eight or 
ten indivdoals, selected from the body, at the discretion of Dr< 
Browning. 

'< Many and fervent are the prayers poured forth firom the hearts 
of many of your late charge among us, on behalf of yourself, and for 
success to attend all your zealous and strenuous effbrts to promote the 
temporal and eternal wel&re of your unhappy charge in Wakefield. 
Gratefiil do we all fed to you for your unceasing labours bestowed 
upon us, in pointing out and leading us in the road which leads to God 
and heaven. Oould you but come and sojourn among us for a time, 
how would your soul be rejoiced to witness the christian charity, the 
brotherly love and union, which exists among us. Well may we ex- 
claim, with the man of God, of old» ' Oh! the length of the love of 
God! it passeth knowledge! What cannot the grace of God effect in 
hearts of sinners ? yfho can look, read, or hear of a body of men, 
long sunk in degradation and depravity of heart, theives, blasphemers, 
profane persons, adulterers, fornicators, unclean, — in fiict, beings 
steeped in the sink of moral pollution and stench, see them washed, 
clothed, and in their right mind, sitting at the feet of Jesus, hearing 
and receiving His divine counsel; feeding upon Him by fidth; taking 
Him unto themselves, as made of God unto them, wisdom and right- 
eousness, sanctification and redemption, without magnifying the amaz- 
ing grace of God, who has made a blaspheming Saul a zealous and 
devoted follower of Jesus; the scoffer become an advocate for the &ith 
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he once destroyed ; the profiioer pure in his language; the thief steals 
no more, hnt labours with his own hand that he may have for himself, 
and wherewith to help his needy brothers. May we not say with the 
apostle, 'And snch were some of yon, but ye are washed, bat ye are 
sanctified, but ye are justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by 
the Spirit of our God. I feel oonvinoed that yon will rejoice with me 
for the great and glorious winrk accomplished, and still going on 
among ns, by the Spirit of the most high Grod.' 

''Ton will oblige me by remembering me with my sincere re- 
spects to the Bev. A. Sherwin, and all with whom I had to do with 
while with you. Numbers of my fellow-yoyagers desire their sincere 
respects to you, and solicit your prayers, that they may still hold on 
their way rejoicing, that they may at last meet with you at the right 
hand of the Father, where there is fulness of joy and pleasures for 
evermore. If spared until the ship arrives at Sidney, I shall, as soon 
as possible, forward you a minute acooimt of all our proceediqgs since 
embarkation. I trust this will find you in good health, as also your 
fellow-labourer. Begging you to pray for me, and excuse all imper- 
fections in these lines, 

"I subscribe myself, 

" Tour obedient humble Servant, 

«G. C ." 



" Ship Hashemy, 

" Simon's Bay, April, 18th, 1849. 

" To OUR BELOVED PaSTOR, THE BeV. B. Y. BBTNOLDS, 

Chaplain, Convict Department, Wakefield Prison. 

" Grrace be unto you, and peace from God our FathcTi 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be God, even the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and 
the God of all comfort, who comforteth us in all our 
tribulation.' — 2 Corinthians chap. i. verses 2, 3, and 4. 

" Honoured and Bev. Sir, Beloved Friend, 

" It is with heartfelt pleasure, with godly joy, that 
we, your poor, sinful, and repentant children in Christ, are addressing 
these few lines to you. 

" God has dealt most mercifully to us ; He has heard the prayers 
of our hearts, and has spared us. Well may we say, 'Bless the Lord, 
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O mf sMi]y and fat^ not all hit iMoefits*' Indeed, kind 1^, we evn- , 
not forget aU liia merdes, and one of big greatest benefits is bis plaeing 
us under the guidance of our most excellent Dr. Browning, whose zeal 
for our spiritual and temporal wel&re is equalled only by your zeal for 
our happiness, your anxiety for our souls, and your love for ns all, 
whilst placed under your godly instroetiens, 

'^ How grateful we are to God, we cannot sof&eiently express in 
words! But; you know your poor (^ildrea[», and yov will beUeve us when 
we say, that our gratitude is sincere and heartfelt. 

'^ It has pleased the Almighty to reduce our number (113) to 100, 
our brother Germain having been removed from amongst ub since ouf 
departure from England. His se^ left this wofld of probation on 
the 19th of March. And although » few of u» hsve not been witb6ut 
dtumbUag, still, we betievBy that we have aU accepted Christ our dear 
Saviour; and we hope, that^ under the gmdanoe of the Holy Spirit, 
we shall be enabled to walk in ike redd ^t leads to everlasting life. 

^'Continue, beloved 1^^ i» remember us ift your prayers, and rest 
assured that yen are not forgotten ia oun^ 

"Would you also remember us all kxadly to dear Mr. Sherwin, 
whom we all love most gratefully. Give our best love to our school- 
masters, and all those who may feel any interest in our well-doing. 

"And BOW, Bevertfod Sir, we commend you to €kid ; may be bless 
you and all yours ^ may he preserte you long in health; may he enable 
yen to convert poor sinners,, and biing them to Jesus Christ. Peace 

and love to you, from, your 

" Grateful Children*" 

Here follow the autographs of 82 men. 

luformatioii has been received of the airival of the 
" Hashemy,'^ at Sydney, and of the fSivourable recep- 
tion the Convicts met with from the Settlers. Al- 
though nearly 1000 Emi^aats lay in the Harboiir, 
the Coimct» tmder Dr. Browiang's- charge wene pre- 
ferred, and obtained employnient, before the Emi- 
grants. Accounts have also been received with 
regard to* the truly christian eo&dnet of the men 
g2 
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after landing, and that their first act was to seek oat 
a private spot where they could read the Scriptures 
and pray, as they had been accustomed to do on 
board the Hashemy. 

Information with rboard to TWENTY-FOtm Contictb from 
Wakbfisld Prison who bmbarkbd on board ''The 

MOUNTSTBWART ELPHINeTONE/' ON THE 2l8T OF MaY, 

1849. 

'< May 29th, 1849. 
" Eev. Sir, 

'' I thank our heavenly Father our little flock is all well 
in health; and it is a great comfort to my soul to inform yon that yoor 
children walketh in tmth, and I believe it will he a great comfort and 
joy to yonr soul, to hear of your children walking with God. We felt 
it a great trial to our soul on first going on board ; but that Holy 
Spirit that dwelleth within us, who oomforteth our souls with the 
blessed hope of heaven, will bring us through all our trials and 
troubles, and will be with us even to the end of our journey. When 
we got on board, I spoke to my brother travellers to still hold &9t the 
faith through Jesus Christ, and to w&lk according to the command^ 
ments of our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. I can write to 
you with joy to say, that we dwell together in love and unity and 
peace with each other. I must tell you we had not the pleasure to 
meet with our Religious Instructor at Woolwich : we shall not meet 
with him till we arrive at Portsmouth. Me and my brothers went to 
prayer, to return thanks to Almighty God, the same evening we went 
on board ;. and on the Sabbath-day morning I went round to look for 
brother travellers to meet together to read prayers and to read the 
lessons for the day service, and we sung two or three hymns, and we 
appointed to meet together in the afternoon to sing the praise and 
glory to God, and then in the evenmg, one of our brother travellers 
irom the Pentonville prison, read a very excellent sermon, and we sung 
and gave our praise to the glory of God for the blessings of another 
Sabbath-day ; and on the Monday morning we met with our brothers 
to still keep pressing on with the good work that the Lord had begun 
in our souls, and our brethren gave as much attention and order, as if 
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they had been awembled in one of the Efltablished Churches of Eng- 
land, and we still mean to perfonn onr dnty to Crod till our Beligioos 
Instractor comes on board, and then we shall do according to which 
our Instructor orders us, and I hope and trust that the blessing of God 
may dwell in the hearts of all my brethren. 

^* My brethren and myself return our sincere thanks to you and 
your fallow-labourer in Christ's church, for your Idndness, and like- 
wise for the instruction which we haire received through the word of 
God ; for the word which was preached unto us in Wakefield prison, 
has been directed by the Holy Spirit into our hearts, and has plucked 
us as brands Irom the burning fire, and we are adopted into the holy 
family of God through Jesus Christ ; and my brethren wished me to 
write a few words to you, to tell you that a great many more would 
have wrote to you, but, by being removed so quick, they wished me to 
return their sincere thanks and love to you, for your kindness and love 
to them, and likewise we return our thanks to the kind governor, Mr. 
Shepherd, for the blessing he gave unto us, for it brought many to 
tears, and I believe it was a great comfort to the souls of my brethren 
to part, with such a blessing firom a kind goyemor, for the blessing 
which he spoke to us, he said, ' The Lord bless you whererer you go, 
and 1 shall wish to hear of your doing well.' Please give our love to 
Mr. Milner, Surgeon, and to all our officers and instructors that was 
over us. 

''We are under the care of Dr. Superintendent Moseley, and, I 
trust, my brethren will be obedient to the rules that he has set before 
them, and, I hope and trust they will be obedient to the examples 
which is set before them, and 1 shall do all in my power to strengthen 
my brethren and comfort them; the great comfort of our souls is to 
know that when we have done with this world, we shall go to dwell 
with Christ. The worthy minister, the Bev. J. Kingsmill, Penton- 
ville, came on board, to speak to us all, before we set sail, and thank- 
ful we was to receive that which was spoken to us. Sir, I should be 
thankful to you to write to me by return of post, to know if you 
received our letter. 

'' I am, Bev. and Dear Sir, 

"Tour moat obedient Servant. 

"W .'> 

Here follow 18 autographs. 
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A LCTTBB PBOM NINBTBElT ComnCTS WHO EMBABirKD OK 
0OARI> THB CovnCT ShIP ^ AdB1iAI1>E/' JVhY^ 34th, 1849. 

<< BeT. and Dear SiTy 

^^We are now laying off Portsmooth, and 
aooording to our promise, we remit these few lines to you, knowing 
that yea hvre ' ho greater joy than to he^ that your children walk in 
the truth.'* We are haj^y to inform you we axe in good health at pre- 
sent, for wMch we are thankful to Almighty God for the same. Thia 

day^ our dear brother, M. S , had a very narrow escape of his life. 

He was on deck, aud one of the chains belonging to the main yard« 
£elly and out him on the head^ but thanks be to God the consequences 
was not much* We are glad to inform you that we arrived safe at our 
joomey's end, and embarked on our ship. We employed the evening 
in gi'ving praise to Almighty God our beloved Redeemer, and making 
our supplicatioBS to Him for His future protection and guidance. 
During the day of our embarkation,, we were joined by some prisoners 
from- Pentonville prison, and from the hulk at Woolwich. We found 
the vessel very strange to us, but we are now more at home. The 
first evening that we employed ourselves at prayer, we were joined by 
about eight of the Pentonville prisoners i but since by many others, 
and we hope that God will so turn many^ that we may all assemble to 
divine worship with &ithful hearts. 

^'We have continued in social prayer daily since we came on 
board the ship, and we hope our prayers are offered in sincerity by all 
who assemble for that purpose. We had public worship last Sunday, 
which was performed by our Religious Instructor. We did not enjoy 
it like we did at Wakefield, for there was a great many sick, and some 
of our own mess which made it uncomfortable to us all. Dear Sir, 
jQU wiU not be surprised to hear that we cannot devote ourselves to 
the Seriptures as we should wish ; but we hope it will be more settled 
in a few days. We are sorry to say that we have to endure many great 
temptations, but we must be continually at prayer; if not public, we 
must with our own hearts, and always remember our helpless state to 
overcome the temptations, of the flesh and the devil. Dear Sir, you 

* Tbjis pawigB m oftw* qnotad by the Piisonera was the text of a Semun 
which the stttiior preached to the Convicts before their removal, and had printed for 
their oomfort and instraction. 
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most excuse this short letter ; bat we all propose to write to yon when 
we arrive at the next port or harbour, if the Lord is pleased to guide 
OS safe to the bind we are bound for. We entirely leave ourseWes in 
His guidance ; and if He does not guide us to Port Philip, we are 
sure He will guide us to the shores of our heavenly land, there to enjoy 
the comforts which has been purchased by His dear Son our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. We should be very happy to hear from you. Sir, as soon 
as possible, and to send a few words of advice if you please. We con- 
clude, ever to remain your 

«< Grateful Servants^' 
Here follow 12 autographs. 



A Letter from a Convict on board '' The Mount-Stewart 
Elphinstgnb," on arrital at Sidney. 

October 4th, 1849. 
"Sir, 

" I have no greater joy than to take up my pen to write 
to you of the blessing of our heavenly Father, who has been land and 
loving to me, and all them that put their trust in Him. After a 
journey of eighteen weeks on the water, I gave thanks to my heavenly 
Father for his protection over me and our ship and our company, and 
preserved me from the danger of the enemy, who is going about seek> 
ing whom he may devour. I thank my heavenly Father for bringing 
me through so many trials, and troubles, and temptations, and for 
giving me the victory over mine enemy. I know you have no greater 
joy than to hear that your children walketh with God. I have wit- 
nessed many of your late charge at the throne of grace, on an evening 
before they went to bed, and morning before they lefb their closet. 
Sir, I write to you a few words of the kindness of Superintendent- 
Doctor Moxey; he hath done every means to warn his flock against 
sin, so that when we came to the promised land, he might have the 

happiness to speak well of every man. Sir, we left J. P at the 

Cove of Cork, very bad of the cholera. Henry W departed this 

life on the 18th day of July : he had been several weeks confined to 
his bed. I attended to him the last fortnight, day and night, accord- 
ing to his wish. I witnessed his death, he died without much pain, 
composed to leave this world of trouble, to go and dwCll with Christ. 
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The last words he said to me, were, ^ The Lord bless jou.' I said, 
^The Lord bless you.' I hare that hope to believe he is now in 
heaTen, with the holy &mily. The captain of our ship was very Idnd 
to hiifL ; he sent him anything he conld wish for from the cabin. The 
Snperintendent-Doctor Moxey attended him night and day. If he had 
been his own child he could not have done more for him. Sir, I send 
my kind love to yon and yonr &mily; and the Lord grant yoa every 
blessing which eometh down from the Father of Light, and giye yoa 
strength to labour in his vineyard. And O may that holy Spirit dwell 
in the heart of every poor soul, for you labour to the uttermost of your 
power to bring poor souls to Christ. Give my kind love to the 
Governor ; to Mr. Milner, the surgeon ; to Mr. Parker, and to all that 
were over us. Though I am absoit from you, I am often speaking of 
yt>ur visiting us in our cells like father to his children, and I hope we 

shall have the happiness of meeting with you in heaven. 

^^ Sir, I return my sincere thanks to our Lady Queen Yictoria 

and all who are in authority, for their kindness in providing every 
means to bring poor souls to Christ. O ! that every eye may see that 
light which eometh down from heaven, and may the Holy Spirit dweU 
in the heart of every man ; then they would give thanks to our heavenly 
Father for such a kind Government, for they are trying every means for 
the good of the souls of men. The Lord be pleased to grant to the 
Lady every blessing from heaven, and give her peace ; and may the 
wwd of God be spread abroad in every part of the land, that we may 
be all saved through Jesus Christ, and brought home to our Father's 
kingdom. A few more lines I will virrite of our journey. We have had 
a deal of storms, and heavy wind, and a heavy sea; the Lord has 
brought our ship through them all, with the aid of a skilful captain. 
On the 5th of September our worthy captain spied a ship at a great 
distance from us in distress. We lay our ship to, all night, and in the 
morning we came alongside of her ; all her masts dismounted, with the 
loss of six sailors : two boys and the carpenter were crushed to death — 
nine lives were lost and the ship in distress* The ship was the 
Mahpmed, from London. She sailed from the Isle of Wight on the 
22nd of June, with emigrants for Port- Philip. Oar captain rendered 
every assistance to them, sent them what they wanted, and four sailors 
to man the ship. 
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'^ I am voting a jouinal of our journey from Woolwich to Australia. 

I am afraid the expense would be too great to send you it. I know you 

would like to see it. I shall write to you as soon as possible, if the 

Lord be pleased to spare me, till I get settled in the land which we 

are going to. I have many more things to write to you; my paper 

will not allow it: so the Lord bless you, and I, and every child of 

man, and give us peace : and ^ the God of peace, which brought again 

our blessed Lord from the dead through the blood of the everlasting 

covenant, make us all perfect in every good work to do the will of 

Christ for ever.' From your loving servant Thomas W , on board 

^^The Mount Stewart Elphinstone," now lying in Sidney Harbour, 

and James Robert D . We omitted to say that we set sail from 

the Cove of Cork, Ireland, on the 28th of June, 1849." 

« 
Information with reqabd to sbybnteen Convicts from 

Wakefield Prison who embarked for Port-Philip, 
June, 1848. 

" London, 26th June, 1848. 
"Eev.Sir, 

'^ It may afibrd you some degree of satisfaction to 
know that the seventeen men received from the Wakefield prison, and 
embarked on board the 'Hatcliffe,' convict ship, all arrived safe and 
well at Hobart-Town, on the I2th of November, 1848. 

'^ Also, that their conduct during the passage was exceedingly 
good, and that I was enabled to report for the information of the Com- 
missioners of Prisons, that in every way they merited the indulgence 
they had received. 

"During my stay in Van-Bieman's Land, I saw some of them 
in situations, who appeared to be desirous of obtaining an honest living, 
and to become good members of society. 

" If there is any thing further that you would wish to know 
respecting them, I shall be most happy to give you all the information 
in my power, if yon will place yourself in communication with me, by 
addressing as under. 

** I am. Rev. Sir, 

" Tour most obedient Servant, 

*^Obablbs Coopxr, 
" Beligious Instructor on board ' The Batoliffi^.' " 



The author has selected the foregoing documents 
from a bundle of 139 letters, which he has received 
during the last fifteen months, from Prisoners who 
have been under his spiritual charge, and many of 
those letters are quite equal in every respect to the 
ones he has now published. And is it not fair to 
ask, do not these documents afford a very strong 
proof of the sincerity of the writers, and of the con- 
duct of the men in general ? What feeling, but 
gratitude — ^and what motive, but a desire to cheer 
tjie hearts of their anxious Friends, could have 
moved them to pen such affectionate and encouraging 
letters ? And let it not be overlooked, that they were 
written by different individuals, and in places widely 
apart. The author will only add, that Dr. Brown- 
ing has borne the highest testimony to the men who 
sailed under his charge in the *' Hashemy," and from 
the tenor of the Prisoners, letters from the other 
ships, the author expects that their Superintendents 
will be able to report with equal satisfaction. 

The following extract from the Report of the Eev. 
J. Eingsmill, for 1817, will corroborate the evidence 
which the author has adduced in proof of the practi- 
cability of Reforming Criminals. The number to 

which the statement relates is 650. 

♦ 

*< Of the exiles we have not heard that eren two per cent, have 
heen implicated in any legal offence whatever, and I am satisfied that 
almost all such cases have been reported, and have reached this oomi- 
try. The great majority of those who landed from every ship con- 
ducted themselves like men determined to live a sober, honest, and 
christian life. 
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** We eoniinae to hear most &Tourable accounts (nays the writer 
•^f a letter to Mr. Ki&gsmill) of the exiles at Port Philip. Oue came 
here from < The Maitland ' to join his wjife and child. They are both 
in onr service, and doing well.' Infonnation has reached ns also of 
four men in one gentleman's employment, giving such satis&ction to 
their master, that be had agreed to advance money for bringing out their 
wives. Indeed not a few of the exiles have now transmitted money 
home to their fiunilies, to my knowledge.''* 

With such facts before us, surely it is not presump. 
tion to believe that God has vouchsafed an abundant 
blessing upon the efforts which are making to Beform 
GriminalSy and that from these stones He has been 
pleased to " raise up children unto Abraham." What 
cause of humiliation for our neglect and unbelief; 
of gratitude and praise for what God has done ; and 
of redoubled exertions in this work of faith and 
labour of love. 

* If any of his readers desire to pursue this part of the snbjecf 
farther, the wither weald recommend them to read a work Utely pub* 
lished by Mr« Kingsmill, entitled '^Prisons and Prisoners." 



NoTK. — Just as this sheet was going to press, the Author re- 
ceived the kind permission of Br, Browning, to insert an extract of 
a letter written by him from the Cape of Good Hope, to a member 
of his own &mily, and of which the Author obtained a copy from a 
mutual friend some months ago. The reader will find this thrillingly 
Intoreifting-documeiit at the end of the Yolume. 
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CHAPTER III. 

The System of Prison Discipline most feyonrable to Befoimation. A 
depletionary Course necessary to Prepare the Minds of Criminals 
for attending to the Truths of Salration. Hie Silent System Ex- 
amined. The Separate System carefally, Discussed. Objections 
Answered. Proofe that the Separate System strengthens the 
Mental Powers. 



Some are of opinion, that the advocates of Criminal 
Reformation lose sight altogether, of the punishment 
of crime. Not long since, it was publicly stated, 
that, on their part, "there is a tendency to believe 
that punishment is to cease, and to be superseded by 
correction." This, however, is entirely a mistake of 
our opponents, and arises from the neglect of an 
impartial inquiry into our views. 

We do not believe that punishment should cease, 
or lose its proper character, but are quite willing to' 
agree with Butler, that there is a certain amount of 
retribution in this life, which God is pleased to make 
use of, to uphold the integrity of His government, 
and cause His erring creatures to taste the bitterness 
of sin. 

There is a lamentable disposition in the heart of 
a sinner to practical infidelity — " He hath said in his 
heart, Ood hath forgotten ; He hideth His face ; He 
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¥dll never see it." And even where this daring spirit 
does not exist, there is a determined, and undisguised 
opposition to the service of the Almighty. — " I spake 
unto thee in thy prosperity ; but thou saidst I will 
not hear." Therefore, to maintain the holiness of 
His character, and to humble and convert the sinner, 
vGod sees it necessary to adopt penal measures. 

."I will bring you into the wilderness of the 
people, and there will I plead with you face to face." 
I will bring you into the wilderness of poverty, 
bereavement, sickness, mental anguish, or a prison ; 
and there will I plead with you face to face. There 
will I show you My holy character, and My pure and 
equitable law. There will I convince you of sin, 
and cause you to taste its bitter fruits. And there 
will I bring you to feel your deserts, and, that human 
agency cannot avail to succour you. But I will not 
leave you to sink in despair. ^^ For a small moment 
have I forsaken thee, but with great mercies will T 
gather thee." As soon as the proud and haughty 
spirit is brought down, and the lips send forth the 
sighing of a broken and a contrite heart, the Almighty 
exchanges the displeasure of an offended God, for the 
forgiving smile of a reconciled Father. 

Those inward trials I employ, 
From self and pride to set thee free^ 

And hreak thy schemes of earthly joy 
That thou may'st seek thy aU in mb. 

The closer we imitate God's dealings with man- 
kind, the more we shall become assimilated to His 
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image, and tlie more successful shaU we be in what« 
ever our hand findeth to do. ** Be ye perfect^ even 
as your Father in Heaven is perfect :" and nothing 
is more Godlike, than for a L^islator to deal with 
the criminal population of a coontry, as God is 
pleased to deal with a world l3ring in wickedness, 
under sentence of condemnation ; but respited that 
man may become a Prisoner of Hope. 

We do not argue, then, for the abrogation of 
punishment, or that its character should be changed. 
On the contrary, we are convinced that punishment 
is as necessary as kindness, in seeking to reclaim 
criminals. The stubborn wUI, must be restrained ; 
the buoyant spirit, must be depressed; the vagrant 
mind, must be controlled; the bitterness of sin, must 
be tasted ; the majesty of justice must be seen ; and 
its power felt. 

God makes use of natural and spiritual agencies 
to effect these objects : we must adopt artificial 
means to secure the same ends, where human laws 
have been transgressed. It is vain to look for suc- 
cess without such means. If punishment be lenient, 
or if it be of such a character as not to force the 
mind in upon itself: if the will be unrestrained — the 
spirit unsubdued — ^the heart unburdened — a Prison 
will effect no more than a Work-House. 

The first step then, with a morally diseased soul 
should be depletionary. The fever of excited feel- 
ings must be brought down, and the individual be 
laid, as it were, upon the bed of rep^itance in. such 
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a state as that described by the Psalmist : " O Lord 
rebuke me not in Thine anger, neither chasten me 
in thy heavy displeasure, for mine iniquities are gone 
over mine head, as a heavy burden they are too 
heavy for me to bear. I am weary with my groan- 
ing: all the night make I my bed to swim, and 
water my couch with my tears." 

Many may regard such a doctrine with incre- 
dulity, perhaps a few with contempt, but in either 
case the truth will remain unshaken. As well might 
we expect to reap without ploughing, as to reform a 
sinner without breaking up the fallow ground of a 
proud, impenitent, ungodly heart. What a depth of 
. moral suffering must the weeping Magdalene have 
endured ; and even the man, who could say of him- 
self, that as touching the righteousness of the cere- 
monial law, he was blameless, was unable to eat for 
three days, when his heart became smitten under a 
sense of the exceeding sinfulness of sin. 

When this severe, but salutary course is adopted, 
in connection with scriptural instmction, the result 
will be joyous. The poor Prisoner will reap the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness; those engaged in 
the work will be partakers of the luxury of having 
turned a sinner from the error of his ways, and 
having saved a soiil alive ; angelic hosts will unite 
in songs of praise ; and the triune JeHovah will view 
with satisfoction, the return of a repentant prodigal, 
the recovery of a lost sheep. 

But we have to inquire what kind of punishment 
h2 
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is most likely to effect this happy ^d ? From the 
style of the liters vrhich the author has receired 
from Prisoners, it will be seen, that he has had 
much of their love, and therefore much of their con- 
fidence. Under these iavourable circumstances he 
has laboured many hours daily since 1847, and 
during his intercourse with his charge, has directed 
much attention to the working of the various sys- 
tems of Prison Disciplme, under which many of 

them had previously been placed. 

The result of this intercourse is a conviction upon 

the author's mind, that no system can be successful 

in Reforming Criminals that does not adopt isolation^ 

for some months, as a first step. 

It is unnecessary to argue the impossibility of pro- 
ducing a subdued state of mind in Prisoners, who 
are allowed to associate firom the time of imfnison* 
ment or conviction ; and it ¥Fould be equally useless 
to undertake to prove the utter impracticability of 
classifying Prisoners, until their habits, dispositions, 
feelings, and intentions, are known. Most persons, 
•acquainted with Prisoners, are thoroughly convinced, 
that during the early stage of confinement, inter- 
course, under any form, cannot be carried out beme- 
ficiaily, and therefore, the question at issue se^ns to 
lie between the silent and the separate systems : the 
former allowing Prisoners to associate, but not to 
speak ; the latter cutting off all connection^ by placing 
each man in a separate cell. 

The author will now present a digest of the ia- 
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formation which he has obtained from Prisonera» 
and of the results of his own experience with regard 
to these systems. 
And^r^^ with respect to the silent system : — 

I. It places Prisoners under peculiar temptation. 
If it be necessary, as it undoubtedly is, to contravene 
a law of nature, and prevent man commimicating 
with his fellow^man, it is not fair to tantalise, by 
placing him for ten or twelve hours a day, in con- 
tiguity with the persons to whom he. is forbidden to 
speak. 

II. The object is not attained. It is impossible to 
prevent communication under the silent system. 
This has been forced upon the mind of tiie writer 
both by facts and arguments. The testimony of 
many Prisoners who had been under this system is, 
that communications are general and frequent ; and 
common sense must admit, that to prevent all com- 
munication among Prisoners who work together in a 
room or in afield, is impossible. To provide one 
officer for every ten prisoners, would form an expen* 
sive staff, and yet evrai that superintendence would 
not be sufficient. The eye will become weary by 
continued exercise, and though it do not lose its 
vigour, it cannot possibly command the space occu* 
pied by ten men, whether at work in a field or in a 
room. Prisoners are quite conscious of these dis* 
advantages ; and, therefore, to use their own words, 
they ^' constantly watch for a chance ;" and it must 
be borne in mind, besides interchange of words, they 
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can and do communicate by, motions of the hands, 
and feet, and even by movements of the eyelids. 

III. The silent system necessarily leads to low 
cunning and deception. The Prisoner, placed under 
this strong temptation bqfore the principles of re- 
formation hetve been implanted, cannot see the 
justice of the interdietion, and therefore resists the 
ordinance of man. The last vestige of moral feeling 
is thus destroyed, and the man's whole time is spent 
in devising how to gratify the indulgence which is 
denied, but which is placed within his reach. 

IV. The silent system dissipates the mind, and 
indisposes it to reflection and self-examination. As 
before noticed, the first step in a criminal's return to 
virtue, is *^ to consider his ways," and to reflect upon 
the ruin he has brought upon himself. But this is 
a disagreeable task, and will be avoided if possible. 
Like the spendthrift who dislikes to look into his 
debts, the criminal would gladly avoid the retrospect 
of his life ; and while there remains a single object 
to arrest attention or divert his mind, this necessary 
step will not be taken. The silent system, is, there- 
fore a relief. It enables the man to forget himself, 
and affords him abundant opportunities for escaping 
from the accusations of conscience. His time is 
spent IB. company, and in working the electric 
battery of thought between himself and his feUow- 
Prisoners. 

V. The silent system has a direct hardening influ- 
ence upon the hearts of criminals. The proper 
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feeling wMch should posBess the mind of a gcdlty 
man is shame, which will love concealment until the 
mind be restored to a healthy tone. This is indica* 
tive of some remains of conscience. It was this that 
led onr first parents to hide themselves among the 
trees of the garden. It is the want of this that 
causes sinners to glorjr in gailt. To protect, then, 
the small remains of guilty shame, end to in-* 
duce the growth of that most important feeling, 
Prisoners should not be placed together, and least 
of all should they be erased to public gaze. Six* 
months in a field, or on a road, or in a dock yard» 
wonld go far to destroy the last remnant of self* 
respect in the culprit's breast, unless religious prin- 
ciples had been preidously establishedy and would 
make him utterly reckless of the opinion of his 
fellow-men. And though a writer in the Law Maga* 
zine for August last, asserts that such an exposure 
in chains, or party coloured dress, would produce a 
salutary impression upon the public mind, there is 
much reason to fear that it would only serve to 
familiarize them with that, which they now read and 
hear of, with some beneficial effect. 

VI. The silent system irritates the mind without 
producing any depression. 

There is a constant watching between the Officer 
and the Prisoner. If the Prisoner does not succeed 
to the extent he desires, he is disappointed — ^if he is 
discovered, he is vexed. He habitually regards the 
the officer as an enemy, and thus irritation, mistrust, 
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and dislike, take possession of his mind ; while there 
is no thought of guilt and misery, or a single sigh 
for deliverance from the enslairing and injurious 
influence of his wicked heart 

Thus, the unanimous testimony of all Prisoners 
.with whom the writer has conversed with on this 
subject, is, that the silent system tantalised ; in- 
duced them to communication; tempted them to 
duplicity; dissipated their minds; hardened their 
hearts; and made them regard their officers with 
dislike. The writer can declare, that not one re- 
deeming point was mentioned, not one counterba- 
lance to these evils ; but, that, from the informa- 
tion he has received, he is convinced the silent 
system is thoroughly and radically injurious. 

It may be said, that he drew out the information 
by questions suggested by his own previously formed 
opinions ; but whatever weight may be attached to 
this objection, the facts above stated, are worthy of 
deep consideration. 

Having given his opinion with regard to the silent 
system, the author would now proceed to notice 
the working of the Separate system from his own 
experience. 

I. It prevents contamination^ without exposure to 
temptation. The Prisoners, placed in separate cells, 
are effectually cut off from intercourse witl^ their 
fellow-men; and the object being excluded from 
sight, the mind becomes reconciled to the privation 
as a thing that must be, and that cannot be contra- 
vened. 
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II. The separate system secures time for reflection 
and tends to that habit. External objects are ex-^ 
eluded, and the mind is thus forced to fdtll back upon 
itself. It there meets with the accusations of con- 
science, roused and strengthened by the sound of 
God's word, preached from day to day, and thus,- 
contrjary to his own choice, the sinner is led to 
consider his ways; to reflect; and at last to become 
a willing and devoted servant of Christ. 

III. The separate sjrstem affords peculiar ocfean- 
tagesfor ministerial visiting. 

1. There is a total absence of all external 
temptations to false shame, on the part of the 
Prisoner. 

3. There is no object to distract attention. 

3. There is no fear of persecution when the 
minister has left. 

4. The minister has ample opportunity to apply 
comfort or reproof. 

5. The minister has every facility for gaining a 
thorough knowledge of character, — and, 

6. For gaining the confidence of the Prisoner. 

IV. The separate system produces habits qf self- 
dependence: — 

1. In the emplojrment of time, by leading the 
Prisoner to acquire a taste for reading and reflection. 

2. In acquiring habits of thought and medita- 
tion. 

V. The separate system imparts a j»otc?«j/«/ tw(?^n- 
Hf>e to reformation. 

1. The Prisoner feels that he is a probationer. 



2. That he is a probatioiier^ closely, though not 
momentarily vratched. 

3. That he is a probationer placed independently 
of others. 

4. That he is a probationer to whom every assist- 
ance is given to improve. 

VI. The separate system is calculated to prepaa-e 
the mind for the reception of the gospel. It subdues 
levity, and induces seriousness. It obliges the nund 
to think, and gives the Pris(mer leisure to consider 
his ways. It acts like the plough ia breaking up the 
^low ground ; or like the frost and snow of winter, 
it pulverizes and mellows, and prepares it for the 
reception of the good seed. 

There are many objections brought against this 
system by its oppon^il;^. Some argue that it is \etj 
unnatural to isolate men and seclude them in sepa- 
rate cells ; but it is not more unkind, than to isolate 
an individual with the plague, and keep him under 
medical treatment, until the contagion shall have 
been removed, and the individual be iSit to resume 
the duties of life. 

It has also been objected, that in separate confine- 
ment there are no opportunities for exercising the 
principles of real reformation; but it should be 
remembered, that our first step is to ir^me the prin- 
ciples of reformation — ^the second to test them, and 
though we admit there is not full scope for devekp- 
ing^ in a separate cell, the principles which a Prisoner 
may have there received, there are many ways of 
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lormkig an opinion as to the progress he may have 
made in Reformation. His temper is especially 
seen; and perhaps one of the best preparations to 
active obedience, is to learn to suffer with christian 
meekness. 

Much has also been said and written with regard 
to the selfishness which is supposed to be produced 
by the separate system ; but the author has seen 
nothing of the kind. On the contrary, all the 
Prisoners who manifest a determination to do well, 
appear to be closely drawn to each other, when they 
meet in association, as brethren of one family ; and 
even before they are permitted to leave their cells 
they often express an ardent hope, that the means 
employed may be beneficial to many of their fellow 
Prisoners. 

The author is in possession of many facts illustra- 
tive of this affectionate spirit, and cannot refrain 
firom inserting one or two. 

When leaving Wakefield Prison, an excellent 
young man wrote the following letter on his slate, for 
the benefit of the next Convict who should be placed 
in the cell: "My dear fellow-Prisoner, you have 
come to occupy this cell which I have just left. I 
wish, therefore, to leave a word of consolation. Do 
not despair of yourself, because you are alone. Oh ! 
do not, for you were sent here by a wise Providence 
for to be brought to feel the value of your never- 
dying soul." 

Another Prisoner wrote to his officer thanking 
I 
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him for fais kindness, and expressing a hope that be 
-would continue it to those, whose circumstance* 
would call for like sympathy* 

In a letter to the author, a Prisoner writes, *' I 
send these few lines to you, hoping that the Searcher 
of all hearts is still bringing some of the wandering 
sheep home, that have so long gone astray, who like 
myself, have not only broken the laws of our coun- 
try, but the laws of Him who did not spare His only 
Son, that we through His merits might hereafter 
enjoy those good things which fade not away." 

On many occasions, the autiior has been pressed 
by men whose friends had sent them a few shillings, 
to purchase Bibles and books &r some, wlio had no 
money to their accoont, or whose friends are dead, 
or too poor to send a remittance. 

Without multiplying evidence on this subject, 
enough has been stated to shew, that men who have 
passed through the separate system, are not blighted 
in their affections, but appear to exhibit much sym- 
pathy towards their fellow-men. 

But perhaps the objection whidi has bad most 
weight with the public, is the statement so often 
reiterated, that the separate system has a i^ong 
tendency to undermine the health of Prisoners, and 
even to produce insanity. 

We readily admit that separate confinement is a 
severe measure, and requires the closest attention, to 
guard against injurious consequences. But the 
danger is not greater than in the treatment of bodily 
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diseases. Here collapse may result from excess of 
depletion ; or exaeerbatioa offers, from a premature 
application of stimuli ; and not unfrequently does 
the disease assume a new and fatal type by its 
original symptoms haying been suddenly checked. 
And besides these results from mistakes, there is in 
most acute diseases, what the Germans call the 
^' Sturm/' or a struggle between the remedy and the 
disease^ or between the vital powers and *^ the ten- 
dency to death," which, imdw any circumstances, 
must*be attended with much anxiety to the physician, 
and, in some cases, notwithstaxtding every care and 
attention, will be falal. 

It cannot^ therefore, be a matter of surprise, if 
the remedies made use of, to subdue the malignant dis- 
ease of sin which affects the criminal, be attended 
with much risk, and therefore require the most 
vigilant watehfiilnesa. Neither should the system 
be condemned, or the skill of the agents be im- 
peached, even though fatal cases do occur. But we 
have no hesitation in stating that the extent of 
those evils matorially depends upon the fidelity 
and ability of the Persons who are appointed to 
work the system, and not upon the system itself. 

In support of this opinion^ the author needs only 
skate, that since Dec. 31, 1848, to the present time, 
(March 22, 1850)^ among 824 convicts who have been 
during that period in Wak^ld Prison, there have 
been but two deaths, and one case of decided insanity. 
Four or five cases of hallucination occurred during 



88 

this period, but the greater number of these were de<^ 
teeted to hare been impostors ; and on several occasion9 
since the establishment of the Convict Prison at 
Wakefield, in 1847, the author has traced similar at- 
tempts to the exaggerated charges brought against 
the separate system by its opponents, which the 
individuals had heard of when at liberty. One case 
will be suflScient to illustrate this statement : — 

Shortly after his reception, J. M. mentioned to 
the Chaplain, that he had heard that the separate 
system produced insanity, and that a Nobleman in 
Parliament had stated, that in one year twenty-nine 
persons in Pentonville and Millbank had attempted 
to cut their throats. Though assured that this 
statement had never been made, the Prisoner exhi- 
bited a pretended apprehension of insanity, and 
throughout his confinement never made a single 
eftbrt to improve. About five months after his recep- 
tion, he refused to receive instructive books from 
the School Master, and shortly afterwards told 
him that he was becoming insane. The end of 
the scheme was, that he inflicted a skin wound on his 
throat and arm ; and then finding that all would not do, 
he relinquished his imposition, and, though he never 
improved, conducted himself rationally to the last. 

The author has devoted much attention to the 
effects of the separate system on the mental powers, 
and is satisfied that, unless where there is either a 
predisposition to the disease, or a determined opposi- 
tion to Beformation, there is little real cause to appre- 
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hend insanity, bnt that on the eontrary, as a general 
rule, the mental powers are strengthened and im- 
proved by tlM system. 

To establish this statement, the author has col- 
lected a variety of MSS. penned by Convicts under 
his charge, some the production of their own minds, 
and others, their notes of sermons and lectures deliver- 
ed in the Prison Chapel by the author, and taken 
down from memory qfter the Prisoners return to their 
cells. The following are a few of these specimens, 
and the author begs to state that no assistance in a 
single instance, had been given to the Prisoners, nor 
even a verbal alteration made after they had been 
written. It may be desirable to state, that the 
average time which these men have been in separate 
confinement, is ten months. 

Composed bt a C&iwinal who is vfwabm of Tbn Months 

IN Sbpabatb Confinkmhnt. 

(2 Thess. iv. 13-18.) 

Conoeimng those who fiiU asleep 

In JestiS) we shall nerer grieve ; 
Let hopeless worldlings pine and weep — 

Because that worldUngs don't heliere ; 
Bnt those who sleep in faith, are all 

Translated from a world of woe, 
And Satan's chains no more enthral, 

Since they are ranaom'd from the foe. 

Their bodies sleep in sUent dnst^ 
Their souls are with the sav'd and blest ; 

As Jesus rose, their bodies most. 
Spring forth again from earth's oold breast ; 

i2 
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The Saviour's voice shall pierce the tomb,— 

The dead, immortal, all, shall rise, — 
The Saints shall leave sepulchral gloom, 

To live in light beyond the skies. 

The Lord himself— the Judge Divine — 

Shall then his Majesty display ; 
Then shall be rung the knell of time — 

For time shall then have pass'd away ; — 
" The trump of God — th' archangel's voice" — 

Shall penetrate the deep dark grave,— 
'The dead shall hear, — ^the Saints rejoice. 

Because their God has come to save. 

^' The dead in Christ," and Saints that live, 

Shall all to meet their God ascend ; 
He'll life and light and glory give, — 

For he's their Saviour, and their " Fiiend ;" 
Their happiness shall still increase — 

Shall know no end, — so says the Word 
Of truth and light, of joy and peace — 

'* They shall be ever with the Lord." 

As exhalations spring from earth, 

To meet the Sun's attractive rays, 
And leave their noxious place ot birth 

To float in golden light always ; — 
So Saints '' to meet their God in air," 

From dull cold earth most gladly soar, 
To live '^ as Sun-bright glories there," 

For ever» and for evermore.* B. 

* I am indebted for this idea to a sermon of the Bev. Mr. Sherwin's. preached on 
Sunday Morning, the 9th of last September. A similar idea, bat very differenlly 
applied, oocors in Moore's Tale of the Pireworshippers. 



Bt the same Conyict. 
(The «tt^'M< tmggwUd by the Auth^ ofthk Work.) 



'* I am now ready to bd offered, and the time of my departure is at 
hvid. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I 
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have kept the fiuth : Henceforth there ig laid tip for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me 
at that day ; and not to me only, but unto all them also that love 
his appearing." (2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8.) 

No mural crown, nor civic Vreath, • 

Nor proud ovation did he claim ; — 
For these can't soothe the pangs of death. 

Or waft beyond the grave a name : 
The dying hero fix'd his eyes, 
Upon a bright immortal prize. 

The warrior's pride is oft' laid low, — 
He bites the dust, — ^his hopes are o'er ;— 

The '^ marble pile " may rise to shew, 
That nations do his name adore ; 

But '' storied urn" and classic bust, 

Soon crumble into silent dust* 

Not thus, the Christian Hero dies, — 

For death to him is only life :— - 
'Tis then he gains the glorious prize. 

That nerv'd his arm throughout the strife; — 
In death, he shouts '* 'tis Victory — 
'Tis Joy — 'tis Immortality." 

The race is run — the battle fought,— 

The hero hath attain'd the goal ; 
No feeble, crouching, craven thought 

Sprang up to enervate his soul : — 
The foe,'repuls'd, have left the field, — 
Their shafts fell pointless from his shield. 

He "kept" his "fidth" stiU beaming bright,— 

His firm allegiance, and his love ; 
And now in robes of spotless white, 

He stands immaculate, above : 
No Foe to meet, — no Cross to bear,— 
For all is Peace, and Glory there. 

'What 'though no proud Mausoleum rise,— 
Nor epic Poet sing his fame ?' 
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&e wears ''a Crown" in jonder tkiMy 

And God has chronieled his name ; 
And all who love the Lord shall he, 
Like him throughout £termty. B. 



By the samb Cortict. 
" They shall he willing in the day of Thy power, in the heauties of 
holiness from the wmsib of the moning: fhon hast the dew of 
thy youth" (Psalm ex. 8). This passage was referred to, and 
illustrated hy the Bev, B. Y. Beynolds. The train of thought 
which was then produced, I haye endeavoured to emhody in the 
following stanzas*" 

When morning's heam 

O'er fount and stream, 
His glances pour of golden light, 

The scene is fidr, 

The Talleys are 
All glowing heautifiil and bright ; 
The mountain tops mom's ray doth kiss, 
And earth is fiiU of light and bliss. 

Each flow'r behold 

Its charms unfold, 
YThilst dew-drops on its petals glow;— 

Each globule then, 

Is like a gem 
Encircling youth and beauty's brow; 
The pearly drops like diamonds shine. 
And wake the soul to thoughts diyine. 

And thus bright day 

Shall beam a ray 
To chase the dense, dark^ moral night; 

The isles shall sing 

Praise to the King 
Of Life, of Glory, and of Light,— 
Whose Word the darkness chased ai»ay,— 
Whose Sun hath kindled brilliant day. 
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Both Jew and Ghreek 

This light shall seek, 
And comitless souls as gems shall shine 

In lustre rare, 

In heauty fiiir, 
In light and beauty all divine ; 
More num'rous than the dew-drops, they 
Shall shine, when these shall melt away. 

They shall adom, 

Like " dewy mom,'' 
The moral waste that lies around; 

In beauty's dress — 

In holiness, 
From morning's womb they shall abound, 
And Thou, God ! their light shall be, 
In time, and through Eternity. B. 



W&ITTSN BY G. C. AVTER TWBLYB MoNTHS SePARATB CON- 
FINEMENT IN Wakefield Convict Prison. 



*' Let us fight the good fight of faith, and follow Him, who for the 
joy that was set before Him, endured the cross, despising the 
shame." 

O Thou, who hast promised Thine aid and protection. 
To all who adore thee, in &ith, fear, and love. 

Look down on thy children, here sunk in affliction, 
And strengthen our souls with thy grace from aboTe. 

Behold we are young, and unskilful weak soldiers, 
No battle, as yet, have we fought in thy name ; 

Great Captain assist us, when round us shall thunder! 
The cannon of scoffers — ^the arrows of shame. 

Gird upon us that armour, which once thou didst wear, 
When a pilgrim, and soldier in this nether world ; 

Let thy powerful presence preserve us from fear, 
Whenever thy conquering banner's unfurled. 
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But what do I say ? — sfaill we oTer retain 
To the service of Satan, of am, and of death, 

For a sneer ofa martal and perishing worm 1 
For a scofif of his pungent and UaspibeMons breath? 

For the threats of the Prince of thick-darkness and hell! 

Who long uncontroPd in our bosoms did reign, ; 
Shall we leave Thee dear Saviour, and hasten to dwell 

In the tents of the reprobate wicked again ? 

Shall thy blood-stained banner by us be disgraced, 
Or shall we ever sully thy glorious name ? 

Nay— but rather well fi^ for the joy that is placed 
Before us in heaven — despising the shame. 

But know, O ! my soul, that thou hast not the power, 
This war&re to wage, nor these acts to achieve ; 

But thy Saviour has promised thee help, in the hour 
Of trial and conflict, if thou wilt believe. 

Then strengthen us all, O { adorable Saviour I 
To fight the good fight, with thy help from above, 

That we gain the reward, thy inefiEable fiivour, 
As over our heads flaunts the banner of love. 



Weittxn by G. C— after thirteen montbs Sbpabatx 

CONFIMBMENT IN WAKEFIELD GONTICT PRI80N» 

To THE Satiour I'U* CLINO. 

The sceptic may reason, the infidel rage, 
The world and the flesh they may iling 
Their traps and allurements, my heart to engage, 
But to Jesus my Saviour, I'll ding. 

Though Satan attack me, with fiery dart. 

And press to my bosom his sting, 
I'll smile at his threat, witii an unshaken heart, 

And to Jesus my Saviour I'll cling. 

Though billows of trouble, and sorrow aiise. 

Or sickness, on dolorous wing ; 
sua &ith shaU sustain me, my ooafldtnoe Me* 

In Jesus, to whom I will cling. 



Ah ! tell me bo iB<»re fs^ die let el and «ong,— 
New Sengs lie has tmiglit me to sing; 

And I banquet on JecRut witli those who Mong 
To the Satieur, to whom I will eling. 

Oh! tell me je Christians who also have shared 

The healing, He bears on His wing; 
What praise shall suffice as an ample reward. 

For the Saviour, to whom we mnst cling ? 

No praise will suffice, while the soul is oonfin'd 
In this clayey and cumbersome thing; 

But we wait till the host of redeemed are oombin'dy 
YHio to Jesus their Saviour did cling. 

And then shall the peals of Hosamns resound ! 

The mansiiMifl of heaven shaU ring; 
Through Eteniitj's length shall the«dioes resound, 

HaUehijah ! to Jesus, our Singi 



Subject suggested by the Authob, and the Paraphrase 

WRITTEN BY J. B , after ELETEN MONTHS SEPARATE 

Confinement. 

Psalm lxzii. 
Lord, give Thy judgment to the king, direct Thou all his ways ; 
And to his son give righteousness throughout his length of days: 
So shall He all Thy people judge with equity and peace; 
Thy poor a friend shall find in him, — He shall their joys increase. 
The mountains and theUttle hills the fruits ^peaee shall bring, 
And all the land shall join in praise, and thankful soxigs shall sing. 
The poor and needy He shall rule with kind and tender care. 
And ^m their necks, shall break the yoke, oppression placed there : 
The Ihar of Thee in ev'ry soul shall then be fizM and sure — 
Their love shall stand while time shall last, or sun and moon endure. 
Like gentle rain He shall descend upon the parched ground, 
Or, like soft showers upon the mead, shall spread his blessings round : 
Then shall the rif^eons in his days be blest wHh tranquil peace, — 
Abundant blessings he shall shed, nor shall they ever oease. 
Dominion boundless he shall have, o'er all the eaith and sea ; 
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The wand'rer xnd the lavage too, to Him shall head the knee* 
His enemies shall lick the dust, while Tarshish mimarohs hring 
Their presents and their precious gifts, to Israel's reigning Xing* 
The kings of all the earth to Him shall meek ohedieuoe pay, 
And all the nations, £ur and near, shall own His soy'reign sway; 
For to the needy and the poor, (when unto Him they cry) 
Deliverance He shall freely give, and all their wants supply. 
Their weary souls He shall redeem from violence and deceit, — 
Their precious hlood in Him, the Lord, shall due protection meet ; 
So shall He live, — so shall He reign, — a reign without an end ! 
Whilst Sheba, offerings imto Him, and golden presents send. 
Continual prayers to G-od for Him shall rise through all His days, 
His righteousness shall all afford, a theme of boimdless praise. 
When harvests come, abundant crops and plenty shall be found, 
And earth shall yield her increase from a handful sown around. 
The city) too, in plenty then, shall flourish 'neath His power, 
And vie for riches with the field, abundant as the flower. 
His name — His glorious name — ^shall on through countless ages run— 
His mem'ry too, shall shine as bright and brilliant as the Sun. 
All nations of the earth in Him shall be for ever bless'd. 
And while He reigns the Sovereign Lord, His power shall be oonfesu'd. 
O ! blessed be the Lord our G-od, the mighty King of kings ; 
Who stretches forth His arm, alone, and doeth won'drous things. 
Let the earth be fill'd with joy, and shout His glorious name. 
Whilst every nation, kindred, tongue, His Majesty proclaim. 

June 1st, 1849. J. B. 

The following paragraph is an extract from a 
memorandam, which a Prisoner, who has been up- 
wards of ten months in separate confinement, made 
of a conversation with the author daring one of his 
cellnlar visits. The subject was the parenthetical 
verses in the 5th of Romans. 

'^ If, as the apostle informs us, 'the gift by grace hath abomided 
unto many,' surely we are warranted to conclude that it extends to 
children. If it be grataitoas with regard to aeiual ArwuyfMMMW, 
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ttiiibh nam may tre rappose it applicable fo ^ose wbo dib in iii^ey') 
before actual ofiences are pexpetrated. The apostle's reasoning natur* 
ally aad necessarily leads to this inference, and a contrary dupposition 
is monstrous; not only with regard to the free imputation of Christ's 
righteousness^ but also in relation to the benevolence of God, which 
includes, within its gracious arrangements, the vilest of the vile; and 
therefore, by the apostle's argument, * those also who had not sinned 
after the similitude of Adam's transgressionv' 



*' Holiness is the most valuable attribute of Jehotah ; it is the gem 
that imparts lustre to all his other perfections, though, perhaps, to «9, 
it may not be the most valuable. Holiness gives dignity, greatness, 
and beauty to all the brilliants that surround it. As the diamond in an 
earthly crown^ so is holiness in the perfections of the Almighty. Grod's 
goodness and mercy are precious to us ; but without holiness this attri-' 
bute would not shine so gloriously. The sun, in the natural worlds 
dazzles our weak vision, though the piercing eye of the eagle can gaze 
upon it : yet it is a fiiint luminary in the eyes of Him who filleth all in 
all with His glory. No attribute in G-od's character should call forth 
our reverence more than the holiness of God. When angelic beings 
praise day and night, saying, ^ Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts,' 
•o glorious is the sight, that they cover their fiices with their wings, 
ascribing holiness unto the Lord, who reigneth for ever and ever." 

« R. T ." 



First, — Some points of similarity, or of connexion^ between justifica- 
tion and sanctification. 

I* '* Sanctification proceeds from justification. We are righteous 
in the sight of God through the obedience of His Son, and by accepting 
Him as our substitute; then by looking and considering what He has 
done for us, lOve ensues ; then we begin to be holy. II. They st^ 
•both planned and twrought without our having anything to do with 
either. III. They are both essential. There, are two great things 
which obBtruet our entrance into heaven. 1 . '^ We are deeply indebted 
to God^ and have nothing to pay until Jesus steps forward and be- 
.comM our surety, then we are free, — but, 2. We have wicked hearts, 

K 
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ihoogbtt) and affBotiooe, attd are sot fit for besvieii tffi the Holj SpkH 
purifies ihem. lY. ^They are both perfect.*'' 

Secondly, — Some points of difference between joatifieii^iHi and 
ianctifieation, 

I. "Jesus Clirist is the aathor of ov jnsfification; the Hofy 
G^hoRt of our sanotification. 1 1 . One is wrougfat^/br us, the ofter m us. 
III. One is our ri^ht to heaven, the other onr>t6ist«. IT. No man can 
add to Christ's work, but with sanctification, although pcrfeet in itself, 
yet it requires growth : for instance, a new-bom infiuit is perfect, yet 
it must grow to reach the size of a man. *• But of him are ye in 
Christ Jesus, who of Grod is made unto us wisdom, and righteous- 
ness, and sanotification and redemption.' " (1 Cor. i. 30). 

J. T . 



Third Chaptxb CoiiiiOssiANs, Fifth Yisbsb* 
'' Mortify, therefore, your members, which are upon the earth. 
I. The members spoken of (Matt. ▼.29). 'If thy right eye •fifend 
thee, pluck it out and cast it firom thee, for it is profitable for thee that 
one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should 
be oast into hell; and if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off aad east 
it firom thee, for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should 
perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast in hell.' It is not 
to be supposed that it is meant ccumaUy to do these things, bat sptirwflw* 
aUy^ for though it is a custom in Eastern countries to punish male^ 
foctofs by cutting off or injuring the members which offend, still, if 
a thief's hands were cut off, he may still covet that which is not his 
own, he may still have sin in his heart, where no king oould get at ; 
for out of the heart proceeds murder, adulteries, thefts, Ac.'* 

T. G. 



The following notes are by another Prisoner on the same «ubjeet :-^ 
ri. '^ How we are to mortify themP Mortification in tiie body ensoes 
firom a cut, bruise, <feo., and the part affected must be amputated, or 
^eath will take place. So it is with the affections of the heart. They 
become '^corrupted, bruised, and therefore the eword of the Spirit, 
(which is the Word of Grod), must be used to cut them firom ue, or else 
eternal death for our souls will ibllow. The word <jn(»tify,* neain 



idao to digappoint, and the apostle ia t]ie text, tells the belieTers^ 

to whom he is wnting, to mortify or disappoint tkemadves, and not to 

wait toft another to do it*'' 

1 1 !• ' ' Some reasons why wo dioold mortify our members : — Ist* Gra* 

titnde io Christ, All will own that he is worthy of oar greatest loTe, 

but it is not consistent to be offering him a gift in one hand^ and hold 

a lost in the other: he will not receive any heart where sin is 

cherished. 2nd« The chasteness.* The whole body of Christians 

are named after Christ. Therefore it is proper to subdue the members, 

or renounce the name. 3rd. Self-interest. It is a well-known hct, 

that God has made sin and misery, to go hand in hand, and religion 

and happiness, both in this world and that which is to come. If we do 

not kill sin, sin will kill us." 

W. J. 
* ChrisUsa oonsisfeeMy.— jCwAor . 



*^ * Blessed is ^ke mask mito whom the Liord imputeth not iniquity^ 
and in whoso spirit thore is no guile.' No penon oaa be a ohriftian 
who has not sineerity* A real crown is made of gold, and is orna- 
mented with a Tiriety of precious stones, such as diamonds, rubies, 
pearls, 4to., and in general, there is in the front, one stone more ysIu- 
able than any of the others, generally a most brilliant diamond, which 
adorns, and throws a lustre on the whole. The christian's crown has 
eeQTersioB for gold ; humility, patience, love, and other christian graces 
for precious stones; and the whole is adorned with smeeriiff. But the 
mock christian has fftdle for gold, more guile for precious stones^ and 
more guile still to gloss over the whole. Let him remember, that 
what he is in the sight of God, that he is and nothing more." 

M. S . 



''The sun of religion is Christ crucified; all the other parts of the 
gospel revolve round that, and when the rays of that sun are con- 
centrated through the glass of fiuth, and brought to bear on thosimiw's 
heart, the JkH impression they make is, the magnitude of his sins : 
iStcoiu^the free pardon of his sins, through Christ, causes gratitude 
in return: Third— 4ike great love towards Him causes a reciprocal 
feeling in his breast. Many think that the doctrine of salvation 
tiirongh iUth only, encourages sin, but not so. Faith produces in the 
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heart, hatred of sin, and lore of hobnefls. He who would be saved- Irji 

his own works, does as little for G-od as he possibly can, endeaTooring 

to compromise with God, and see how little holiness Gi>d will take, to 

entitle him to heaven. Bnt he who is saved bj loving fiiith, says, 

' What shall I render nnto the Lord, for all his benefits towazd me ' ** 

(Psahn cxvi. 12). 

W. J . 



'* It is at this awful juncture that an offended, holy, and just Grod, 
comes forward with a wonderful display of His Omnipotent wisdom, 
power, and goodness, not in anger to smite, but in mercy to save. He 
had found a ransom, a Saviour, even His own Son ! with whom He 
might enter into a covenant on man's behalf, and redeem him'from the 
miserable and degraded state into which he had &llen by Sin, by hicr 
own deliberate act of disobedience, against that bountiful Creator, 
who had made him so holy and happy. It is in these lamoitablj 
helpless (srcumstances, that God, in the benignaiit wisdwn of Sis 
Omniscience, comes forward with His scheme of Bedemption, accord- 
ing to the counsels of His eternal God-head ; and lays His hand on 
^ One who is mighty.' He enters into a new Covenant, (the Cove- 
nant of grace), with Christ, the second Adam, to transact this bnsinesa 
for Adam and his feunily, which he (Adam) ^led to do, under the first 
Covenant for himself and posterity/' 

J.M,-— — . 

Surely these extracts, however defective they- may 
be, prove, that the individuals who wrote the notes 
from which they have been taken, have not suffered 
in understanding, or memory, by separate confine- 
ment ; and it should, moreover, be remembered that 
these form but a very small number of those who 
take a pleasure in this exercise. 

Such has been the author's experience of the 
working of the separate system since 1847, and he 
has no hesitation in stating, that he believes it to be 
the wisest and the most beneficial plan which could 
be adopted for the Reformation of Criminals. 
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It is sufficiently penal to vindicate thea d ministra- 
tion of justice ; to make the Criminal taste the bitter- 
ness of sin ; to cause him to reflect upon the injury 
he has done to society, and above all, upon the dis- 
honor he has done to Almighty God. 

It is sufficiently merciful, when rightly applied, to 
convince him that he is not for ever shut out from 
society ; that his case is not hopeless ; and that his 
fellow-men, whom he has injured, are not influenced 
by vindictive feelings, but that they seek, by a 
proper course of discipline, and especially, by the 
exhibition of God's love in sending His only beloved 
Son into the world to die for siimers, to rescue him 
from Ub guilty and degraded condition. 



k2 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The disposal of Griminals after pumshment. The liberated Criminal 
an obj&ct of peculiar sympathy. His Trials. Bemedies proposed. 
The Convict's case more easily disposed of. His feelings and pros- 
pects. Inequality of Sentences. Importance of Probation on 
Public Work. 



There is not a being on the face of the Earth, that 
deserves, or needs our sympathy, more than a poor 
Criminal aboat to leave the walls of a Prison, and 
enter upon the dangers of life. Even supposing that 
he has been under efficient instruction, for ten or 
twelve months, and that he has been diligent in 
seeking to make the best use of his advantages, there 
is still much to be done. He will tell you there is a 
fearful struggle every hour in his breast, between 
good and evil ; between his present wishes and for-> 
mer habits. He will tell you, that while he is re- 
solved, he fears — that while he believes, he doubts — 
that while he looks forward to the victory, he often 
apprehends a defeat. He is but an infant in the 
Christian Life, unable to walk alone : a patient re- 
covering from a dangerous illness, whose tottering 
limbs, indicate the shattered state of the constitu- 
tion. And where is he to go, in this feeble, sickly 
state ? Alas ! what a prospect is before nine-tenths 
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of such cases. The home of an unfaithful Partner, 
of ungodly Parents, or, of profligate companions, is 
the prospect, which stares the Reformed Criminal in 
the face, when passing through the Prison gates. No 
means — no character — ^no virtuous friends — ^no pro- 
bability of employment — suspected by the Police 
— shunned by those who have never been convicted — 
enticed by those who have been in Prison, and 
tempted by the arch Enemy to consider his case as 
hopeless ; are some of the fearAil difficulties and 
dangers, which a poor Criminal has to encounter, 
on returning to his native place. 

Under such circupastances, is his downfall a 
matter of astonishment ? Bather, would it not be 
truly wonderful if he stood? But, unha,ppily no 
allowance is made — ^no compassion felt. The patient 
who suffers a relapse from a premature exposure, 
or a return to labour, is pitied, but the wretched 
Criminal is branded a hypocrite, if he sinks under 
the accumulated pressure, which he is forced to bear, 
before his moral strength is sufficiently established. 

The Author could fill a volume, with statements 
of Prison^s, regarding their relapses to crime ; and 
while many of them confessed, that they had never 
been weaned from vice, and had not known the better 
way, not a few have assured the Author, that if 
they had been favourably circumstanced, after the 
first or second imprisonment, they would have done 
well. 

In a. letter, which a Prisoner wrote to the Author, 



101 

is the foUomag statement : *' I would rather be sent 
abroad) than stop in England ; I had not been at 
work, at Mr. P's a month, before some one, I cannot 
teQ who, told the Shop-man that I had six months 
for uttering bad money, he did not tell my Master^ 
or I shonld have been tnmed away that very day. 
I am sure, if I went back to London, and got work 
I should never be safe ; I knew several youths, that 
has got work in London, and have been turned away 
at a day's notice." 

One individual assured the Author, that he had 
been three times employed, and each time lost his 
situation in consequence of evil disposed Persons, 
telling his Masters, that he had been convicted. 

The following interesting letter, received a few 
days ago, from a young man, who had been under 
sraitence of Transportation in this Prison ; but who, 
in consequence of some peculiar circumstances in his 
case, received a pardon, will show how general is the 
feeling of alarm in poor Criminars breasts. 

"March 18th, 1850. 
" Honored Sir, 

I received your kind letter, and I thank God I 
am ia good health, and I am in a good aerrice. I am linng with 

. Mfy Master do not know any thing of what hat htgtpensd to 

me ; and I have erery opportomty of attending Divine Service eveiy 
Sabba^-day, and FoaUiy Prayert, 

I am happy to inform yon, that I have not forgot yon, nor nm 
back firom your word, and I tmst in God I never may. I shoold 
much like to hear you once more preach the same as yoa did on CSfariat- 
mas day, " Unto ns a Child is bom, mito ns a Son is given." I do 
Hd know how to expfress myself to yon for yonr kindness in visiting 
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me in my lonely eell, in which I was placed, and I trost in Jesoa 
Christ, that what has happened to me, is all for the best. I send my 
kind love to my School-master, and to my kind Officer whkh was 
placed over ^le. I now conclude with thankfulness to you. 

And remain. 

Tour truly humble Serrant, 



» 



The Author trembles for this interesting youth. 
May the kind and Almighty hand of God, protect 
and keep, him ! It is evident that he is in a good 
and pious family ; hut, how few, even of such, would 
be willing to retain, in their service, a, Convict even 
though he be reformed. 

Next to this danger, is the risk connected with the 
9.11urements, or the scoffs of ungodly acquaintances, 
and, therefore, while the following letter has called 
forth gratitude, on behalf of another of his late 

I" 

charge, who received a Pardon in this country, it 
has still further convinced the Author of the peculiar 
trials and difficulties, which beset the path of a man, 
who is just beginning to serve his God and Saviour. 

*^ RcT. Sir, 

I stopped so long, because you used to say, ' when 
you are at liberty, that will be the time to tell how you behave/ 
But thanks be to God, Sir, I wish to live a religious life, There is 
nothing so happy as those who serve the Lord and fear Him. I have 
a brother-in-law, who ever since I fell into my trouble, has been very 
strict to use a place of worship. Sir, I have had two persons, a man 
and a woman, who made sport of me because I spoke of religion. The 
woman said she supposed I was got a Methodist Preacher. The man 
was a cursing about it. I asked him if he would like to die the death 
of the righteous P He said yes. And I told him he ought to live the 
^fe of the righteous, to die that death. Sir, I have never heard him 
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vpnk 4 w«td agHkisi it to ttiy ttie rinecr Plensd Sir, to give my 
duty to Mr. Sbenrifi, likewlM to tbe Doctor, aad to my Scliool-iiiaeter, 
Uid t2M Qffleers. Ma^r tho Lord preserro yoo, Sir, Ibr jon will be 
the means of tttLviAg mmy * poor MtA from destmctioii* Tlie Lord 
bless yoa, Sir, is the prayer of 

Tour humbie Servant, 

H. D. 

From tiiese docnments it is evident^ that Criminals 
after liberation do pnrpose well, but it also appears 
beyond aill doubt, that they are exposed to great and 
peculiar dangers. The question naturally suggests 
itself, what can be done to meet their difficulties ? 
To seek to reform Criminals by the application of 
efficient Religious instruction, is an important step, 
but it is only a step in their recovery. It is the 
subjugation of the inflammatory symptoms, and the 
infusion into the system of a powerful alterative, 
but if a relapse be not guarded against, until health 
be permanently established, the toil and expense of 
the cure are thrown away. 

If the subject of Criminal Reformation, were 
generally regarded as a Christian duty, much might 
be done by pious individuals, in affording shelter to 
discharged Criminals ; seeking employment for them, 
and throwing over them the protecting shield of 
their watchful care. 

Until this feeling be excited, it would be very 
desirable that all Criminals, in Prison for the first 
offence^ who may be recommended by the Governor 
and Chaplain, should be enabled to emigrate. Thd 
expense might be equally bom, by the Government 
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acid the Paristi, or, by tiie Oomty and the Parish: 
In any case the Country at large, would eventually 
be saved a large suni« And. where this boon could 
not be granted, the discharged Criminal, might be 
allowed to place himself under the eye of a trusty 
officer, in the Town or Villi^e, to whkh the Prisoner 
may belong, and receive fifom that officer a suitable 
allowance daily, until work could be procumlr 
This would tend to sti^ngthen his good resolutionsi 
and, would also be a safe gu^aatee to his employtr^ 
for his futuve good conduct. In addition to this 
protection, the Minister of the Parish, should be 
earnestly requested to direct his kind attention to 
the safety of the returned Criminal, and encouraga 
him in his efforts to amend. 

With regard to Convicts, the course is oompara-i> 
tively easy* The only real difficulty seems to be 
the disinclination of some of the Colonists to reeeiva 
than, and the lamentable deficiency of religious 
means in the remote places to which the men are 
sent. It is probable, however, that time will remove 
lliese hinderances. The conduct of the men who 
landed firom the ^^ Hashemy," produced such an im« 
pression upon the settlers, as to have created ademand 
for Convicts, and the ship which followed the 
** Hashemy" met with a welcome reception. And 
it is to be hoped, that if this system be continued, 
measures will be adopted by Government, to appomt 
Misfflonary Clergymen, whose duty it riiall be to 
visit) at cerlain periods, the remote estates in Aus^ 
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tralia, wbere Convicts may be engaged as farm 
servants, &c. 

The admirable Bales sent down to Wakefield 
Prison, last year, have had a very important influence 
npon the minds of Criminals ander the probationary 
system, and have considerably relieved the Oovemor^ 
and Chaplain, in their intercourse with the men. 
Previously, it was an open question, as to what 
should be the fate of any individual, and we, there* 
fore, could not state positively, whether he should 
be sent abroad, or after a probationary period, be 
released at home. This naturally kept the Prisoners 
in much uncertainty and restlessness : some deplor- 
ing the possibility of a return to their former haunts, 
while others, especially married men, clung tena^ 
ciously to the hope of liberation in this country. 
The consequences of this state of mind were most 
injurious. The attention was diverted from the 
great object for which they had been sent to this 
l^rison, and some never settled do¥m to prepare for 
the worst. 

Happily this impediment no longer exists. All 
are now assured of banishment to a distant land, but 
at the same time, hope is held out in the distance; 
Every Prisoner is made acquainted with his pros** 
pects so far as it is possible, and he is told that upon 
himself will depend the position which shall bo 
assigned him at the termination of his punishment. 
. But though the prospect is, to a certain extent, 
defined, it is by no means such as to place vice ai 
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« premiuni^ or even, when considered by itBeJf^ 
to impart comfort to the Prisoner's heart. The 
future is not dark, neither is it bright. A haze 
hiangs over it ; a dark cloud throws a gloom upon all 
the objects which are seen in the vista; he feels, that 
lie is a Convict; that he is to be expatriated as a 
Felon ; that, in all probability, he shall never wipe off 
the disgrace ; that he may not even succeed in obtain* 
ing a ticket of leave ; that should he succeed, he may 
not be able to procure employment abroad ; anci if 
he be a married man, and have children, there is the 
Tacking uncertainty as to whether he shall ever see 
his family. 

And the case is still more sombre where the indi« 
vidual has been sentenced for more than seven years. 
He finds by the Rules, that under any circumstances 
of conduct, or improvement, he cannot receive a ticket 
of leave at the expiration of the period of separate 
confinement, but must serve a certain time on Public 
Works, graduated according to his sentence and 
character. During his intercourse with his charge, 
the author has often felt the deepest compassion for 
young men who had not been previously convicted, 
sentenced for ten, fourteen, and twenty years ; and 
he cannot but think that sentences are sometimes 
awarded unequally. It is readily admitted, that 
in a case there are many circumstances which do 
not come to the notice of the Chaplain, and it is also 
admitted, that he is not as competent to form a cor- 
lect opinion as to the measure of punishment due to 

L 
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Bach offence as the experienced Judge, or Becorder ; 
but when one individual, who had been previoudy 
committed, receives, for an aggravated robbery, but 
seven years transportation, while another, who had 
never been in prison, is sentenced to ten or fourteen 
years transportation for an offence of less magnitude, 
th^e is a strong prima facie case in support of the 
author's idea upon this subject. 

In the majority of instances, however, there ap- 
pears a just proportion between the offence and the 
sentence, and what is even perhaps of greater im- 
portance, between the Prisoners previous character 
and the punishment awarded. To sentence the long- 
established thief to seven years transportation, especi- 
ally under the present Seformatory System, wonld 
be unwise. In such a case, a probationary course 
of two-and-a-half, or three years, would be necessary 
to eradicate habits, and establish principles of 
reformation. And here we see the wisdom of having 
public works at Portland, and elsewhere. When the 
Prisoner's period of separate confinement has ter- 
minated, he is placed for a few weeks in association^ 
and then drafted to Portland, or some other estab- 
lishment, where his principles are subjected to a 
sufficient, but not to an unreasonable test ; while at 
the same time, active means are employed to perfect 
the work which had been commenced, and thus St 
him to be sent abroad, in due course, to enter upon 
the duties of life. 

The following extracts from some of the letters 
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which the author has received from his late charge, 
who had been thus transferred to Portland, will be 
read with interest by all who are concerned in the 
welfare of their fellow-men : — 

" Dear Sir, 

« I am here snrrotinded by various kinds of temptation, 
which assails me on every side. Satan rousing up the corruption of 
my human nature, which cause me to be continually on my guard, lest 
I should do any thing that would dishonor or hinder the glory of my 
Lord and Master ; but it is a comfort to Imow, Sir, that he cannot 
hurt me, iar He that is for me, is greater than he who is against. 
£. W. desires me to give his love to you ; and, Sir, accept my sincere 
love, and may God bless your labours in this world, and bring you 
aafbly to that Glorious Crown which awaits you. Please, Sir^ if you 
have leisure, I should be glad to hear from you. 

" W. D ." 



" Eev. Sir» 

'* I take fhe libcnty in writing a few luies to you, hoping 
to find you in good health, as thank God it leaves me at this time. I 
often think of Wakefield, I look back upon it witii respect, and ever 
shall do, many happy days have I spent there, though alone, and yet 
not alone, because God was with me, the light of Christ shines bright 
in the darkness of afDiction. No dungeon so close that can keep out 
the rays of Christ's love from His beloved prisoners. Portland is not 
80 quiet as Wakefield, there are many temptations, but thanks be to 
God, He gives me grace to withstand them. His grace it sufifieient 
Ibr me. 



" Rev. Sir, 



<< Portland Prison, October, 1849. 



** I now take the liberty of writing to you, hoping that 
by the blessing of God, this short letter will find you in perfect health, 
and that success is attending your ministry to the conversion of many, 
I could wish all of my brother Prisoners. Before I teft Wakefield, I 
was full of fears for the future, knowing that when I left, I should be 
exposed to temptations fiur greater, and more severe, than I had there 
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undergone ; but thanks be to God, they have not proved so fatal as 1 
feared. I have had many seyere trials, but by frequent applications 
to the throne of grace, I have been supported through them, but not as 
I oould have wished. I can see plenty — ^ah, &r too much room for im- 
provement. 

G. P J' 



" Rev. Dear Sir, 

" I am happy to have the opportunity to inform you 
of the situation I am placed in, and I am happy to say it is for the 
best, thank God ; but if I had been sent here in the first place, it 
would have been a bad thing for my everlasting welfare, for there are 
a great many temptations here, but by the word of the Lord I am able 
to destroy them, and I find it all true. Sir, what you did say to us, 
that the testimony of the Lord is sure converting the soul. Dear Sir, 
we have a good Shepherd now, thank God, which labours very hard 
to keep his wandering sheep to the fold of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, for we have prayers every morning, and a lecture erery even- 
ing, and we have the Collects explained to us every Sunday evening, 
and School three or four times a week, so I hope, by the blessing of 
God, we shall all grow stronger in the knowledge and love of God, for 
we have no power to help ourselves. 

« T. S ." 



" Rev. and Dear Sir, 

" When I left Wakefield, it was in fear that 
the temptations that I should be exposed to here might prove toa 
strong for me ; but I thank the Almighty, that by frequent application' 
to the throne of grace, I have been upheld, and saved through all mj 
trials, but not as I could have wished ; there has been at times a cold- 
ness and a kind of indifference which has led me to say and do some- 
thing which I have afterwards repented of, but God hath ordained 
those trials for the strengthening and confirming of our faith, and one 
trial conquered, makes us the more fit to encounter the next ; and, it 
also shews us, that of ourselves we are not able to help oarselves, and 
* let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fkll.^ I am aft 

comfortable here as circumstances will allow. 

*G. K ." 
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These extracts exhibit the importance of placing 
those Prisoners upon Public Works i^hose sentence 
exceeds seven years, or whose reformation under the 
separate system may appear at all doubtful. It sub- 
jects them to sufficient temptation to exercise the 
principles they} have imbibed without involving an 
unreasonable pressure, and thus fits them to encoun- 
ter the dangers of the open sea of life. It afibrds 
sufficient time to eradicate the habits which had been 
formed during a sinful course of many years, and to 
become grounded and settled in the truth. And in 
event of the work of reformation not having taken 
root, it enables the authorities to determine how the 
individual may be disposed of without endangering 
society, and increasing his own guilt and misery. 

And the foregoing extracts also manifest the 
wisdom of adopting the separate system as the first 
stage, in a Criminals reformation. Many of the 
Prisoners, who have been under the author's care, 
have testified to this in language similar to that 
employed by T. S. But, indeed, it needs no con- 
fession on the part of the individuals. It is self- 
evident, that to associate a body of Criminals on Pub- 
lic Works of any kind, under any circumstances, 
bqfore religious and moral prmciples have been im- 
planted, is both impolitic and dangeroas. 

And once more, we may learn from the foregoing 
extracts, the justice of commuting punidiment, when 
there is reasonable ground to hope that it has 
effected the desired end ; viz. — upheld the majesty of 
l2 



justice ; acted as a warning to others ; and led the 
individual to see the error of his ways, and deter- 
mine, by God's help, to amend his life. To pursue 
punishment, when these objects have been effected^ 
would be unnecessary, and even cruel ; while on the 
other hand, to remove every vestige of the sentence^ 
and send the individual back to his native place 
would be unwise, with reference to the criminal 
population at large, and even to those upon whom 
the favour would be granted. 

The obvious course, therefore, for safety, is ta 
send all abroad, so soon as all the circumstances of 
the case shall permit it to be done, with advantage to 
the Country, and to the Prisoner. The word tran- 
sportation is thus preserved, and with it the pain of dis- 
graceful expatriation. The diseased member is re^ 
moved from the body, and what is of still greater 
consequence, he is prepared to commence a new 
course of life under new and favourable circum- 
stances. 

In conclusion, the author would express a hope 
that the difficulties which have embarrassed thb 
great subject, will be soon removed, and that by a 
few mutual concessions, all good and wise men shall 
be united in carrying out a wise and benevolent 
system of transportation, alike beneficial to the 
Parent Country — ^to the Colonies — and to the Be«* 
formed Criminal. 
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CHAPTER V. 

A few hints to Prison Officers. 



The author will limit the observations he is about 
to make to a few remarks, designed to encourage 
and stimulate his brethren in the ministry, who are 
engaged in Prison Work, and a brief address to 
subordinate Prison Officers. 

My brethren let us remember : — 

I. That our work is honorable — perhaps the most 
honorable in which man could be engaged. The 
Great Physician has committed to our care His 
worst patients. Confiding in our skill, attention and 
fidelity. He has placed in our hands the most danger- 
ous cases. What happiness to Him — what comfort 
to them — ^what gain to us, if we are successful ! 

II. And let us remember, that our work is moat 
difficult. Our poor patients are in imminent peril. 
Their disease has advanced to an alarming height. 
The crisis is at hand. The enemy seeks to conceal 
firom them their danger. Their hearts are averse to 
the remedy offered, and on all sides we are dis- 
couraged by assurances, that their case is utterly 
hopeless. Who then, it may be asked, is sufficient 
for these things ? But let us remember : — 

III. That our work is under the patronage of 
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Heaven. We have, committed to our hands the ad- 
ministration of "the Balm of Gilead" — -"the leaves of 
the tree which are for the healing of the nation ;" and 
this remedy we can recommend as an infallible cure 
to every soul that will receive it. It is "the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believes." And 
this is not all, but we are encouraged to hope for a 
Divine agency to accompany our efforts, and make 
our "people willing in the day of His power." 
Brethren, our sufficiency is of God, and our success 
is certain if we be faithfuT to our trust. Let us, 
therefore remember :- 

IV. That it " is required in a steward, that a man 
be found faithful." We are stewards of the mysteries 
of God, and our people are totally ignorant of those 
momentous truths. Yea, they are ignorant of ordin- 
ary language. They know nothing of theological 
terms. We have, therefore, to teach them the rudi- 
ments of Divine truth. We have to feed them with 
milk, and not with strong meat. If it were possible, 
our preaching, should be in monosyllables ; and to 
be at all intelligible, it must abound with explica- 
tives. Style must be sacrificed Elegance of com- 
position must be given up, and we must be willing 
to become all things to our poor charge, that we 
may be instrumental in saving some. 

And in visiting, we have much to do. We have 
character to learn— confidence to gain — sins to lay 
open — doubts to remove — sorrows to comfort — efforts 
to stimulate — souls to save. 
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The author entirely agrees vrith the remark of the 
writer of the article, in the Law Magazine for April 
lasti before alladed to, that ^^ it is impossible to lay 
down any rules, whereby the Chaplain should reach 
the hearts, raise the feelings, and improve the minds 
of those committed to his charge." That, " if he is fit 
for this great work, the highest in which any human 
being can possibly be engaged, he need no rules; if 
he is not already fitted for his work, rules will never 
fit him." The writer concludes this striking passage 
with the following sentence : — '^ Qn him," that ison 
the Prison Chaplain, ^^ depends the entire success of 
Reformatory Discipline." 

Perhaps the word entire should be modified, or 
exchanged for another. It is true, that on the 
Chaplain depends, to a very great extent^ the success 
of the Reformatory System ; but in the author's 
opinion, it is also affected by the efliciency of every 
oflScer, who has any intercourse whatever with Pri- 
son's, and he therefore would bring these imperfect 
remarks to a close, by offering a few hints to the 
Subordinate Officers engaged in this work. 

I. Every Officer should have conjidence in the 
system. 

One of the most important steps in the Reforma- 
tion of a Criminal, is to inspire him with hope of 
being able to reform. He naturally feels that he 
is too far gone, that his case is desperate, that he has 
forfeited all claim to favour, and that he never can 
break off evil habits. Now, if every officer by his 
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cteportment, and intereonrse with Prisoners, exhibits 
an entile confidence is the system, it will speedily 
be seen by Ihe Prisoner, and will produce the most 
satisfactory results. 

II. Every Officer should feel an interest in the 
Reformation of Prisoners. 

The author was much impressed by a remark made 
to him not long since by a Subordinate Prison Offi- 
cer. ^'If, Sir, we regard this work merely a» a 
means for earning our bread, it is certainly the lowest 
in which we could be engaged ; but if we are endea- 
vouring to reform our fellow-men, it is, I think, the 
highest.'^ Would, that every Prison Officer could 
understand the feelings here described. To be em- 
ployed only in guarding and feeding, or even 
teaching Criminals, is indeed a low emido3rment; 
but when the heart is int^ested in the w^are of 
tiiese degraded men, and does what it can to ele^ 
vcUe tAem^ it becomes, as the writer of the article 
before quoted says, *^ the noblest work in wMch any 
human being can posmbly be engaged." But in 
urging sympathy, the author would appeal to higher 
motives than self-respect. Our poor fellow-crea^,ures 
are in affliction, to a great extent caused by others — 
are in a sunken and degraded condition— feel tiieir 
case almost hopeles»--and will be influenced |nroba- 
bly the rest of their days by the impressions which 
l^eir punishment may produce. 

III. Officers should repose as much confidence as 
possible in every Prisoner. 
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Sohkai and debased as a Crimiiial is, he possesses 
honor. This may excite a ssBiile^ but it is true. The 
most degraded Prisoner las sosie r^aa^ins of honor* 
able feeling, axid will confide in, and respect the maa 
who appears willing to trast him* Dou^Mless we 
must not carry this too &r. When sir(mg iempta" 
Hon besets a prisoner's path, ^we have need to be 
watchful, and even saspieious ; but it is most impor- 
tant to let a Priaoner see, that his Officer is wiliilig 
to believe his professions of reformation, and never 
doubts, unless where peeuliar temptsticms exist, or 
that deceit has been discovered. 

IV . The Officer should present Wkindnew of man* 
ner, without any approach to familiarity. Let him 
ever bear in mind that his charge is a helpless ftllen 
fellow-creature; but that he is a Prisoner ^ placed 
under his authority! and bound to obey his com- 
mands. If th^ Officer lose sight of this distinotkm, 
and deal with the Prisons as an eqtuU^ his kisidness 
will parhaps lead to contem]^, and certainly to many 
inconvtenienees. 

V. The Officer should exercise firnmeaa^ withoat 
aiusteriiy. A mild, but decided tone, will command 
respect; and immediate and hearty obedience. A 
loud, harsh, imperious tone, may, through fear iiaure 
obedienoe ; but there will not be a-psrtieleof respect 
The author met with a remark not long sinoe, in a 
leading paper, stated to have been made by a retnmed 
Convict, ^^ that there was not one of tbe men who 
would not have laid down his life for Captain Ma- 
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austerity, of kindness without fiimiliaxity. The cause 
of imperioushess is a conscious deficiency of moral 
weight. The man who feels his moral power will 
speak gently to Prisoners, while he who doubts him* 
self, seeks to make up by assumed importance, what 
he lacks in moral influence. 

VI. Prison Officers should discharge their duty 
with tmtform evenness ; sobriety qf mind; and above 
all, with strict sincerity. 

Laxity of discipline now, and strictness in a few 
week's hence, is manifest injustice to prisoners, and 
to the system. Ille Prisoner who has been accus- 
tomed to do a thing for a month, without reproof, 
will not readily see the reasonableness of being sud- 
denly called upon to do otherwise ; and. in all pro- 
bability, will regard the order as capricious, and 
therefore be tempted to disobedience, vainly hoping 
that usage will justify his refusal. Surely then, it 
becomes the duty of every officer to prevent such 
an evil, by an even and regular administration of the 
Rules. 

And in carrying out discipline, it is of the greatest 
importance that officers speak with becoming gravity. 
Any approach to irony — to an imitation of the Pri- 
soner's slang — ^to levity — or to exultation in the Pri- 
soner's being convicted of misconduct, will surely 
injure the criminal, lower the officer, and thus injure 
the system. 

Lastly, strict sincerity should mark the Officer's 
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intercourse with his charge. Nothing should be said 
but what is known to be true. Nothing promised but 
what is intended to be done. The author has often 
heard from Prisoners, with deep regret, bf conversa- 
tions with Officers in County Prisons, before and after 
trial, as well as on their removal from those Prisons 
to Wakefield, and has felt, that to a considerable 
extent they had been insincerely dealt with. The 
substance of these, were, assurances of acquittal— con- 
dolence after trial — and hopes with regard to mitiga* 
ticm of sentence. Indeed, several Prisoners who had 
heard from the Officers who conducted them to Wake- 
field, that they should not be sent out of the country, 
were much disappointed to find, by the Wakefield 
Bules, that their transportation was certain. The 
desire to keep the Prisoner in good spirits may be 
kind, but it is decidedly wrong to adopt improper 
means to effect, what may be considered, a good end. 
VII. Officers need to exercise mnch jtulffment in 
forming an opinion of Prisoners. It is well known 
to experienced Officers, that the oldest offenders 
frequently make the best Prisoners, This is easily 
accounted for. They are thoroughly acquainted 
with Prison Bules, and with the routine of a Prison, 
and what is of more importance, they usually make 
up their minds beforehand to meet '^the worst," with 
firmness and patience. Therefore, it frequently 
happens, that while the man who is imprisoned for 
his first offence, is restless, the old offender is per- 
fectly resigned. The author can also state, from his 
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own expeiie&ce, that ajn<»ig the worat Goimctawcffe 
tiie best ifroAmBn ; and this likewise is easily ex* 
pkdned. Woik is a relief to the ndnd which has no 
tsource of comfivrt from retrospect, or from aatid{A« 
tion with regard to prospects ; and besides this, 
tiiose who are obedient to Prison Rules, vainiy im- 
agine that indnstry will compensate for aixy defi- 
^ency in moral BefiDnnation. Retmned Convicts, 
under a second sentence oi transportation, are 
usually the best Pristmersy and the woret men. 
They makeup their minds to go tlffough their punii^ 
ment in the most comfortable manner ; they aroid 
the retrospect of their lives, for it would pain them ; 
they dislike to make efforts to reform, for they feel 
the tremendous power of of^Kising habits ; and thus, 
while they pass through their imprkonm^at witiiout 
a single report, they are as unchanged and as unre- 
formed at the expiration of die time, as a Tiger w 
Hyena which had been confined in a cage. 

How important then, that officers should study 
character, and ex^dse much judgment and discrimi- 
nation in forming an opinion of Prisoners. 

The author, in making the foregoing remarks, is 
fully sensible of the arduous and difficult nature of 
the duties of a Prison Officer ; but he is convinoed, 
that the best means for lightening the burden, is to 
discharge those duties in a truly christian i^irit ; and 
the frequ^it mention of their late officers in the 
letters which the Author has received from Prisoners, 
who have been removed fi»m this Prison, manifrwts 
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the susceptibility of Criminals, of kind and yet firm 
discipline. 

One of the chief objections entertained by the 
sainted Mrs. Fry against the Separate System, is 
the immense power which h places in the hands of 
subordinate officers, and in her opinion, the impossi- 
bility of procuring p^sons fit to be intrusted with 
so much authority. Would that she Uved to read 
the reports of the laborious Chaplain at Penton- 
ville, or even to peruse the letters contained in this 
volume. May we not believe that her prejudices 
at least on this score, would be relinquished, and that 
she would admit that, though much may remain to 
be effected, in training officers, in many instances 
their power has been rightly and most beneficially 
used. 

In closing these remarks the author would express 
his opinion, as to the importance of having an 
organised corps of Prison Officers, subjected to cer- 
tain examinations, and that their salaries should be 
so graduated as to offer a fair field of enterprize. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Extract from Dr. Browning's Letter. Author's elosing remarks: 
the devotion manifested on board '* The Hashemy," not the result 
of excitement : cetdd not hare been produced hy summary punish* 
ment : the effect of Gospel loTe. 



Extract of a Lettbb written to a Member of his 

OWN FAMILY, BY CoLIN ArROTT BrOWNIN^, M.D., 

Surgeon, R N., Esq., in charge of Convicts on 
Board the Ship "Hashemy." — "April 18th, 
1849, OFF Cape of Good Hope, Passage to Syd- 



ney." 



"On the 11th of February, we sailed from Spithead, 
the Prisoners having embarked on the 24th, 28th, 
and 29th November, and on the 14th February, I received 
the names of all the Prisoners on board, who professed 
to have believed on the Son of God, and desired to confess 
His Name before men, according to the Divine will, and 
appointed example of the Saints, as set forth in the Scrip- 
tures ; I mean of course, the names of those, who, up to the 
day specified, namely, the 14th February, appeared to have 
received Christ, and desired to confess their Lord before 
men, and to meet according to His commands in the Scrip- 
tures, in New Testament Order, for the observance of 
Divinely appointed Ordinances, as &r as dfcamstanoea 
in which we are placed under, admit." 
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*' The numb^ who thus desired yoiantarily^ to meet for 
flodal prayer, so increased, that I was induced to assign 
them the wide space in the Prison, as their Chapel, and 
issued sach instmctums as secured them from all nnneces- 
sary interruption for the space of an'hour, every eyening, 
hnmediately after sapper and my second general visit to 
the sick — that is from half-past four to half past five 
o'clock. The nnmber who attend, as &r as we can judge, 
averages from 130 to 150. The first hynm amionnoes to 
me in the Hospital, the commencement of Divine worship. 
WsBo. I have completed my professional duty to the sick, I 
I manage to slip into the Prison, and take np a positicm as 
nmch out of sight as possible, but near enough to hear 
those who conduct the worship, and who are generally 
placed near the centre of the port side — that is the Wake- 
field, axbd Hie Paikhiirst side, as they happened to be placed 
by the embarkation Lists. Three of the Prisoners pray in 
suceessioB, interposing between each prayer a vetse oi two of 
a selected hjrmn. The gradous gift of^S^ptuml, fervent, 
most eon^stent, and elevating prayesr, is granted from on 
High, in greater abundance to these Bemembrancers of the 
LoTd, than I ever before saw manifested. Their prayers are 
often characterized by a native, unaffeicted eloquence, dnd 
even subliiusty, aceompanied with unquestionable and touch- 
ing matks of nneerity, humility, suid fervent devotion, evinc- 
ing great knowledge of the Scriptures, — of the pls^e of the 
hearty--^ spiritual wants and spiritual enemies,— ^f un- 
hesitating Faith, dnid-Hke confidence, and holy expecta- 
tion ; asDd always abound with thanksgivings, interoes-' 
sions, and supplications for one another — ^for all saints — 
for christian Ministers, and for all who 9se still living in 
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silly and in the Tejection of Christ and the Holy Ghost 
Oh ! it is wondrons,— «-it is more than the heaiTt in our pre* 
sent state, can hear, to hear these m^a and hoys lifting up 
their yoioes with their qouIs, to their Father in Heaven, 
through Jesus Christ, and hy the power of the Spirit of all 
Grace and truth, heseeching Him in hehalf of all men — aU 
in authority over them, especially, of their late Ministers at 
Wakefield, Parkhurst, and PentonviUe — for their heloved 
and injured Parents — their hrothers, sisters, and all Re- 
lations ; and more especially for all such persons as they 
niuxy heme corrupted and infured hy their farmer angodhf 
example : and also with reference to their own future useful- 
ness. It is often too much for me to hear. I cover my 
eyes with my handkerchief, and hury my face in. my cap, 
when my heart melts into tears under the influence of such 
devotions. The clear youthful voice of the enlightened 
and sanctified hoy, lifted up unto God, in the midst of His 
worshipping and waiting congregation, and in accordance 
with the. Spirit and precepts, and privileges of the Gospel; 
exerts an influence on the mind and the heart, which has 
nothing parallel in my experience. The whole scene with 
me stands alone : old and young united together, and with 
one heart and with one mind, pouring forth their prayers 
unto God ! The hoary head, lowly hending in the Divine 
presence, while renewed and enlightened children, such as 
the Great and Gracious Shepherd of Israel, delights to 
carry in the Arms of His everlasting love, — to lead into 
the green pastures of His grace, and heside the still waters 
of covenanted life, — conduct with power from (m High^ the 
worship of the helieving and devout assemhly. How often 
does the heart exclaim in secret, ^wbat hath God wrought!' 
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and I retnxn to my cabin, filled with wonder, admiration, 
and praise, there in secret, to give yent unto feelings that 
refuse to be longer pent up in the breast."* 

Colin Abbott Bbowning. 

The author cannot close this volume without offer- 
ing a few remarks upon the deeply interesting details 
of the foregoing letter. 

And firsts the devotional state of those prisoner's 
minds was not the result of excitement. We read 
of their calm, quiet, intelligent and religious state 
in Wakefield Prison : of their attention in chapel : 
their spiritual joy in association : and now, we have 
seen the maturing of Religious experience, under the 
able and judicious instruction of Dr. Browning. 

In further corroboration of the deep and decided 
character of their religious principles, the author 
would here state, what can be attested to by Dr. 
Browning, that, shortly after the arrival of the ship at 
Sydney they were boarded by a wealthy Settler who 
required labourers, &c., and that, having heard this 
gentleman make use of profane langaage, all the 
Convicts spontaneously quitted the deck and sought 
retirement " below," though they were most anxious 
to obtain employment. And it must not be forgotten 

* The author has some reason to hope, that Dr. Browning, who 
has already edified the puhlic, by the publication of his two admirable 
books, now comprised in one Volume: — the "Convict Ship" and, 
" England's Exiles," will confer another benefit upon his fellow* 
countrymen, by sending to press, the journal and notes of his last 
interesting Voyage. 
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thiet when these meti landed, their first act was to 
unite in Prayer and praise to God. 

Secondlj/y—yfe see the importance of sufficient 
time to secure the work of Reformation. In a lead- 
ing Newspaper some time ago, a writer states, that 
" the best thing we can do is to make punishment 
which is not capital, as summary as possible." This 
may succeed with brutes with whom we cannot rea- 
son, but certainly not with sentient beings. 

In the first place, NO PUNISHMENT IS IN 
ITSELF REFORMATORY. It is valuable as an 
adjwnct^ but it has no value as ^principal. Nay we 
go further and assert, that punishment by itself^ 
hardens. It deals with man as an enemy — ^it extends 
no benevolence — ^it makes no appeal to his under- 
standing except it is to convince him that he deserves 
retribution — it blights the affections — ^and it provokes 
enmity. 

But, in the second place, even if punishment be 
adopted as an adjunct only, it will not be effectual, if 
summary* This has been argued before, and there- 
fore the author will merely appeal to the foregoing 
letter and ask, could these results have been expected 
from summary punishment ? Is it possible that 150 
Convicts out of 212 would voluntarily unite every 
Evening to conduct sibch a Prayer Meeting, after a 
summary imprisonment of a month or two ? This 
would be a miracle, and we are not authorised to 
look for ^uiAi^xtraordinary manifestations of Divine 
Grace in these days. 
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Lastly^ — ^we learn the importance of making use 
of Gospel love^ as the lever far elevating the minds 
and affections of criminals. The author read the 
following extract, which he has taken from the 
Weekly Despatch^ of February 3, 1850, with deep 
interest because it fully accords with similar state- 
ments, which have been made to himself by Convicts 
under his charge. The extract originally appeared 
in the Morning Chronicle^ and relates the confession 
of a young Pickpocket to a benevolent gentleman 
who sought for information on the subject of Criminal 
Kfe. 

** I have been in Prison, three times in Brixton — three times in the 
Old Horse — ^three times in the Compter — once in the Steel — ^and once 
in Maidstone — ^thirteen times in all, including twice I was remanded 
and got off, hat I donH reckon that Prison. Eyerj time I came oat 
harder than I went in. I've had foor floggings. It was had enough 
(a flogging was) whilst it lasted, hat when I got oat I soon forgot it. 
At a week's end I ne-ver thought again ahout it. If I had been better 
treated I ahatdd have been a better lad.'' 

Here is the testimony of a youth in London whom 
the author never saw ; and in juxta-position with the 
last sentence of this boy's statement, the author would 
place the following extract of a letter, written on 
board " The Hashemy," by a Convict, who had been 
in Wakefield Prison for fourteen months. 

** Please make mention of my name yerj kindly to your co-adjutor 
Mr. Sherwin, and also to your School Master in the B. division whose 
name I do not know. He was yery kind to me. I hope you will 
again accept my grateful thanks for your own especial kindness to me 
which was love, and the only method I belieye, best, for all in my 
unfortunate position, is to be ruled by loye." 



190 

In adopting these means we fedntly imitate and 
imperfectly obey Him^ who so loved a guilty and 
degraded world ^' that He gave His only begotten 
Son that whosoever believeth in Him, should ndt 
perish but have everlasting life." 

" By various names we Thy perfections call, ^ 
But pore nn&thom'd love, exhausts them all ; 
By love, all things were made, and are sustained. 
Love all things, to allure man's love, ordaih'd ; 
Love, vengeance from lapsed human race suspends. 
Love our salvation, when provoked, intends ; 
Love, Lord, Thy infinite perfections join'd 
Into all forms of love to save mankind ; 
They all are bve, love only is their aim. 
My verse shall love, and hymn Thee by that Name," 
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